
TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS 
Division of the Land Administration Commission 

Honourable Minister 

Ron Wright 

LOTUS VALE HOLDING 

15 February 1990 

-

The lessee of Lotus Vale Holding, Mr P Naylor, accompanied by 
Solicitor Don Boyd, saw me about the prospect of acquiring part 
of the adjoining Vanrook Pastoral Holding to add to Lotus Vale. 

Vanrook is for sale and the proposal by Mr Naylor is to build up 
his property into a viable unit. Lotus Vale is a small property 
of approximately 303 square kilometres and from Departmental 
records carries around 2,745 cattle. Vanrook is a very large 
property and carries an estimated 39,647 head with a potential of 
about 45,000. 

There is no foreseen opportunity to obtain land from Vanrook for 
build up or ballot purposes before the year 2027 due to recent 
lease extensions given. In accord with present Departmental 
policy, the proposal would be supported and Ministerial approval 
would be expected to be granted. The only unusual factor in 
relation to the proposal is that the area is situated in Cape 
York towards the southern part of the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

In general terms however, I do not perceive this to be a problem 
because the grazing land use is not being interfered with and the 
freeholding is not an issue. The proposal is more an adjustment 
to properties which will see a small property (Lotus Vale) built 
upwards and the large excessive Holding, Vanrook, adjusted 
downwards. 

Submission 

Before proceeding to final contract, the Solicitor asked of me 
could he be advised if the proposals are in keeping with present 
policy. The costs of his clients inspection and other 
negotiations will be high and he does not want to experience them 
unnecessarily. I informed him that I would advise you on the 
matter and seek your support within the week. 

I recommend that you advise that the proposal is considered to be 
in keeping with Departmental policy and will be considered on 
that basis. 

RG Wright 

MEMBER --- /'" 

/-~..-' ~· 

4~ 

AP B ROVED 
_.//~fo$. ,.27- j-f~ 

/ Minister 
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Levels 23-28 
Santos House 
215 Adelaide Street 

ca. Brisbane 

! f,;r.. --l- ; ... () i_.C _, 
GPO Box 55 
Brisbane 4001 
Telcx40762 
DX 128 Brisbane 

YourRden:""" V; "l V'OOk34/253 
0ur ~teren:= I k . NOD 

Direct line 228 · ~834 

. 'l. ~ {J C, 1 \9 eJ~ Australia 4000 

\ 
Henderson Trout 

20th October 1988 

The Secretary, 
Lands Administration Commission, 
Lands Administration Building , 
130-148 George Street, 
BRISBANE, QLD. 4000 

Dear Sirs, 

Solicitors and Notaries 

- ,, !'. r: rr ,, ;: 
t.. "-> \.1 .... l 0 ~.,, ' Y~ 

. , :. I ..... , .. 
i,. -t_ l 

!jl 
' l-"-

1t: 

Re: Land Act. Amerulment.....--Ac't-19.8.6_ - E.x,~ens} on of Term of 
Pastoral Lease - Vanrook 

We refer to your letter dated 29th September, 1988, a . oJ 
which is enclosed. 

As requested, we enclose the original Lease docume 
Pastoral Development Holding No. 34/253 for lo~ 
the term extension and add it i anal cond it i any(: 
ther _,r-'' 

. .r 
/4 

Encl . 

I 

NOD100093/3(9) 

~ 

9f Vanrook 
ent so that 
be endorsed 

~ 

· :.~ ... ( S3 
Telephone (07) 228 5811 
International + 617 228 5811 
Facsimile (07) 229 7566 

(07) 229 7467 

PARTNERS 

AC Free1eagus CBB AM RFD 

George W Deeb 

Michael J Morrow 

Ross Grainger-Smith 

Ian F Holland 

Geoft'rq N Harley 

Ian W Morrow 

Jeremy C Charlston 

Paul H Corbierc 

Michael 0 Klug 

John D Elliott 

David G Cominos 

Ralph D Praeger 

DavidS Rathie 

Ross G Perrett 

John C Petrie 

Timothy D Ferner 

Christopher T Coyne 

Roger J Burrell 

Randal J Dcnnings 

PeterLGore 

Christopher L Taylor 

Alan H Maguire 

Archibald Fletcher 

ASSOCIATES 

Thomas P Drakopoulos 

LloydSNash 

Brian C Noble 

Catherine R Davis 

SimonWLang 

Pll111 G Callaghan 

Sally A Pitkin 

Gary I Goldman 

Peter D White 

Karen M Trainor 

CONSULTANTS 

Norman N Amos 

Brian J Conrick 
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Land Administration Commi&§)ion 
Address mail to: 

Department of Lands The Secretary, P.O. Box 168, 

Land Administ ration Build in~~ ;,; 0 ~ \':l :;;-: 1· RIS~ANE NORTH QUAY, Q. 4002 . 
130148 G Sl t B · b· l1..l • . . : ! .. ......_ . _1, lex. QLANDSAA41412. DX229Bns. 

· eorge ree · ns ..... ..... - · ... · · - · , csimile: (07) 221 6870. 

\ , . ~. I .. -; 1:.~ ::\ E~quiries to: M-r. Sheppard 

Boulton Cleary 
Solicitors, 
P.O. Box 1099, 
TOWNSVILLE. 

Gentlemen , 

& Kern, 

o. 4810 

L ) (Registrations E) 
Telephone (07) 397 1661 • ___ ... __ -- .. --·------- . ~ z.q- "'t. 'Z. -::r 7 

Your Ref.: KRK: IMK 20986 

_j Our Ref.: Vanrook 34/253 

Date: 

Re : Land .Act Amendment Act 1986 . 
Extension of term of Pastoral Leases. 

Reference is made to your application for an extension of term of 
the undermentioned lease, in terms of Section 5 of. the Land Act Amendment 
Act 1986. 

The Governor in Council has determined 'that the term of the 
Pastoral Lease be extended by twenty (20) years. The amended particulars 
of the lease are as follows:-

Holding: Vanrook Pastoral Development Holding No. 34/ 253 

New Term: 50 years from 1 . 10.1 977 

Expiry Date: 30.9.2027 

The following additional conditions are also to be incorporated in 
the Lease -

11 With i n 5 years:-

(1 J Introduce improved pastures to an area of not less than 
10 000 ha; 

(2 1 Erect not less than 37.5km of new fencing; 

(3l Construct 5 new dams; 

(4) Construct additional yards and dips; 

(5) Repair and renova t e all exis ting boundary and int ernal 
f encing; 

(6 ) Upgrade all existing watering facilities; 

.• . /2 

~( 

0 
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2 

(7) Renovate the main homestead; and 

(8) Upgrade the beef cattle herd and eradicate feral cattle. " 

Please forward the Original Lease document of Vanrook Pastoral 
Development Holding No. 34/253 to this Office, so that the term extension 
and additional conditions can be endorsed. 

Yours faithfully , 

Secret arf) 
1 
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3S:kr 

S~ulton Cl~ary & ~ern, 
Solicitors, 
P.o. 5o::: 1099, 
'l'.:l!JNS!/!LLE. Q. 481 0 

Gentlemen, 

Ret Land &ct. Amendment Act 1986. 
EJZt.ension of ten:t ot Pastoral Leases. 

Mt•. 5hap~ard 
(~e8isLratioos E) 
397 1661 

lHt::Il'1lC 20986 

Vcmroo~ 34/253 

'2 'a St.F 1~H 

-MINUTES & GAZETTES 

\ - 6 oc: l>Ii8 

pMlNlSll~liOW IW~Of' ._ _____ _ 
Reterenc~ is made to your ·~~lication for an extension of term of 

the undersentioned lease, in terms of Section 5 ot the Land let Amendment 
Act 1986. 

The Governor in Council baa deterlllined that the term of t.he 
Pastoral lAue be extended by twenty (20) years. The Mended ~art.iculara 
of the lease are as follows:-

Holaing: Vanrook Pastoral DeveloP'Ient Holding rio. 34/l53 

Mew Teran 50 years frocJ 1.10.1977 

Ex~iry Date: 30.9.2027 

the followina additional conditions are also to be incorporated in 
the Lease - · 

•Witbin S yearsl-

----'---:~:-:;~:'"--1 (1 l In~roduce improved pastures to an area of not less than 
RECORD\NGS 1 o ooo ha; 

18 OC1 \988 
(2) Erect not less than 37 .5km ot nev fencing; 

( 3) Construct 5 new dams; 

(4J Construct additional yards and d•ps; 
Bt.<ANCH 

--·--- (5) Repair and renovate all existing bOundary and internal 
fencing; 

(I) o~~~~~~ting watering racil1t1ea; 

\.!. ·' 2 0 OCT 1988 

I fl) 611z~ -\r., 6PtQ.1W., ~ <4~t?....C Got-J.;t.;.,. for 
\JMrc,o"- PQJ..! ~ i~ 'It~ ~ J {N.('Jo'~ ll.-·~ .... -~~ .,____..~~ 

--,, J ., ' r RECCROJN(i§ 

11 OCT- I 
S'A.M.t·~""' · .. ,. J 

·---.-~..........,~"""~ 
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- 2 -

(7t Renovate the main homestead; and 

(8> Upgrade the beef cattle herd and eradicate fet•al cattla." 

Please forward the Original Lease document of Vanrook Pastoral 
Development Holdin~ No. 34/253 to this Office, so that the tet~ ext~nsion 
and additional conditions can be endorsed. 

B/C The Land Agent, 
(Normanton District), 
CLONCURRY. C. 

Please note your records and 
advise the Local Authority 
and Valuer General accordingly. 

, 

Yours faithfully, 

~· . -~ 
'· 

Secreta'$-
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/Mess~s Boulton, Cleary & Kern, 
SOlicitors, 
DX 41404, 
TCWN&VILLE QID 

Gen tlerren, 

D. Worner 

224 8076 

KRK:IMK 20909 & 
14881 

Miranda Downs 232 

Reference is rra.de to a number of letters of yours, the last being 
30th July, 1987 concerning applications made to the Lands Departnent in 
respect to Vanrook 253, 

all owned 
by the Coutts Group. 

The Department has considered applications for 20 year extensions, 
applications for renewal under part VI and other individual applications in 
respect to all leases concurrently, and decisions have been made 
accordingly. The question of the applications for 20 year extensions has 
been addressed firstly and the various positions of a Lease by Lease basis 
is as follows:- · . . 

0?tX/It(t7 

~'ift'cr ~·'U)t~~ .•. /2 .. 

\ 
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-2-

Van rook 

The term of Vanrook is 30 years from 1st October, 1977 expiring 30th 
September, 2007. 'llie Minister is prepared to recarnrend to the Governor in 
Council an extension of 20 years provided the developnent proposed ·by the 
lessee in its new lease application is included as conditions of the 
existing lease. These conditions are:-

••• /3 •• 
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-3-

Within 5 years -

{i) Introduce inproved pastures to an area of 
not less than 10 000 ha; 

(ii) Erect not less than 37.5 km of new fencing; 

(iii) Construct 5 new dams; 

(iv) Construct additional yards and dips; 

(v) Repair and renovate all existing boundary 
and internal fencing; 

(vi) Upgrade all existing watering facilities; 

(vii) Renovate the main homestead; 

(viii) Upgrade the beef cattle herd and eradicate 
feral cattle. 

. . . /4 ... 
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. .. /5 
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-5-

. .. /6 .. 
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-6-

Further action now awaits advice from you to indicate acceptance of 
the above actions and if so, the required agreements and lease documents. I 
\«>uld add of the four leases referred to, the Instrument of Lease of Miranda 
Downs is currently on file. 

B/C Land Commissioner, 
(Normanton District), 
CLONCURRY. 0. 4824 

For your information. 
I .- ~,· 
f\i~::.~p;::i) 

., , ... 
A/Secretary. 

B/C Land Commissioner, 
TOWNSVILLE. 0. 4810 

For your information. 

A/Secretary. 

B/C 

Yours faithfully, 

Acting Secreta(Y. 

Land Co~~issioner, 
ROCKHAMPTON. Q. 

f 

For your information. 

A/Secretaryo 

4700 

B/C Land Commissioner, 
·(Clermont District), 
EMERALD. Q. . 4720 

For your information. 
~ --
$V~v-·'-t> .' . 

- I I 
.:' "'!.i 

A/Secretary. 
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..... 

.......... ....................................... ............................ ........................................ LAND AGENT'S DIST RICT. 

S B 
.. JE-CT (a) Applications for Lease Extensions under the L.A .A.A. 1986 

lJ : in respect of 

- . ... .... "" ~· ........ ,., , 

(3) Vanrook P.D.H. No. 34/253 

and (b) Applications for' New Leases over the Five (5) Holdings in {a) 
above, plus 

Reference the abovementioned matter and your 
approval of 21st July, 1987 hereunder . 

IN RE MATTER (al ABO~ 
Each of these five (5) 
certified by the Minister 
three (3) living areas. 

Holdings have been 
as being in excess of 

Present lease terms are: 

(3) Vanrook P.D.H. 30 years from 1.10.77. 
Expires 3o.q.2op7 

On 24th December, 1986, lease extensions under 
the L.A.A.A. 1986 of 20 years, 20 years, 20 
years, 17 years and Nil years respectively were 
approved subject to the le~sees (1) furnishing 
undertakings to utilise the holdings totally and 
progressively improve them in accordance with 
development programmes submitted and approved as 
satisfactory and (2) agreeing to the 
incorporation of the approved programmes into 
the conditions of leases if required by the 
Department. 

In the applications for new leases submitted, 
the lessees have outlined their development 
proposals for the holdings as follows: -

15-380 File B 13 of 53
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-~-

(3) Vanrook P.D.H. 

Within 5 years: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 
(iv) 
(v} 

(vi} 

(vii) 
(viii) 

Introduce improved pastures to an area 
of not less than lO,OOOha; 
Erect not less than 37.5km of new 
fencing; 
Construct 5 new dams; 
Construct additional yards and dips; 
Repair and renovate all existing 
boundary and internal fencing; 
Upgrade all existing watering 
facilities; 
Renovate the main homestead; 
Upgrade the beef cattle herd and 
eradicate feral cattle. 

The cost of ~he pastures and fertilizer, the 5 
new dams, the 37.5km of new fencing and yards is 
estimated to be $685,000. Lessees state the 
present vale of improvements on the Holding to 
be $2,751,500 . 
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•• 4 • • 

CERTIFICATE; 

I certify that the development programmes 
submitted in the Part VI applications in respect 
of , Vanrook 
P.D.H. are satisfactory 
to the Department for the purposes of extensions 
of lease requirements under the L.A.A.A. 1986 . 

(A) SUBMISSION IN RESPECT OF (a) OF SUBJECT 
MATTER HEADING HERETO: 

1. Subject to the lessees indicating that the 
development programmes submitted with the 
Part VI applications in respect of 

., Vanrook P.D.H. 
may be incorporated 

in the lease conditions respectively for 
each Holding, together with a condition 
requiring maintenance of existing 
improvements, and subject also to lessees 
undertaking to utilise the Holdings totally 
and progressively improve them in 
accordance with the conditions, may action 
be taken to extend the leases of such 
Holdings by 20 years, 20 years, 20 years 
and 17 years respectively under the 
L.A.A.A. 1986 . 15-380 File B 16 of 53
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.. . 
. . 5 •• 

and 

(~) SUBMISSION IN RESPECT OF (b) OF SUBJECT 
MATTER HERETO: 

Following approval of 21st July, 1987, 
lessees were advised by letter dated 23rd 
July, 1987 that a senior field officer will 
shortly arrange for inspection of all of 
the following eight (8) holdings for the 
purpose of the Part VI applications: 

t 

3. Vanrook P.D.H.; 

This matter has been discussed with the 
Director, Division of Field Services, who agrees 
that if inspections are necessary, arrangement 
therefor . might best be organised by the four 
(4} involved Land Commissioners in the first 
instance. If it becomes necessary for a single 
person to be conversant with all eight (8) 
holdings, this can then easily and quickly be 
attended to. 

If the lease extensions covered in submission 
(A} hereof are approved, lessees may decide to 
cancel their Part VI applications in respect of 
the first four (4} mentioned holdings if it were 
to be explained to them that new leases would 
add little to their tenure security . 
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.... ........ 

If the lease extensions covered in submissions 
(A) hereof are granted~ the subject eight (8) 
holdings will have the following terms still to 
run after 1st January, 1988: 

(3) Vanrook P.D.H. - 39.75 years; 

~~ In these circumstances, I consider it is J ~~1}{/~~=m:~~~~ng;~ consider new pastoral leases for 
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.. 7 . . 

RECOMMENDATION: 

In the letter of advice to the lessees 
confirming lease extensions to be approved under 
the L.A.A.A. 1986 in respect of 

Vanrook P.D.H. 
I recommend it be pointed out to 

them the length of the terms of all eight (8) 
holdings and they be advised that this 
Department considers the security offered by 
such lease terms to be extremely sound and that 
new lease consideration at this point in time is 
too premature and, since such consideration 
ould require surrender of large areas for 

dealing with by the Crown, it would be in the 
essees best interests for them to withdraw 
heir new lease applications in respect of the 

holdings 

'

.7-(f{l f?

~ M.P. Guy, 
Deputy Director, 
Division of Field Services. 

13th August, 1987 . 
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iubirrt 4bttrr: 

Various matters, Coutts Brothers' activiti es 

At 9.55 am on Friday, 3 April, 1987, the Chairman 
of the Land Administration Commission, Mr. W.J. Baker, 
interviewed Messrs David and Graham Coutts, who were 
accompanied by their legal representative, Mr. Keith 
Kern of Solicitors Boulton, Cleary and Kern. 

•. . /2 

,I 
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iubirtt tUotbr: 
. 2 . 

.. . / 3 

, I 
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iubjrct Sllatttr: 
. 3. 

(4) 
Vanrook P.D.H. 253, 

In terms of Section 5 of the Land Act Amendment 
Act 1986, the above holdings are considered to be each 
in excess of three living areas - applications for 
extension of the term of each lease are to hand. 

Mr. David Coutts mentioned that, as stated at 
prior interview of 25.7.1986, investigations are under 
way to establish the feasibility of integrating the 
operations of all . these hol~ings, 

Chairman invited detailed development programmes 

d
in respect of each property, as a preface to lease 
extension consideration, but cautioned against being 

. ambitious in the extreme in the framing of those 
7~ programmes- he stressed that a progressive development 
~~ programme of realistic propositions was sought in each 

case. He pointed out that the progrSJ!lmes, if approved 
~ nd the leases extended, would be incorporated into the 

conditions of lease. It is to be expected that the 
Coutts will now furnish programmes under which they 
will make short-term commitments of say 5 to 7 years 
for further development in each case, but will also 
outline their longer term aims and objectives for these 

/ properties on the understanding that those more 
.~ futuristic plans will not be enforced under lease 

~ 4t'f' ~:~:i;;:~s~::~:~ ;:~::· at~d!~:!:d J !~:!s Q~:esns~=~~ 
privatised in a takeover by the Coutts and is n~ longer 
a public Company. Chairman assured him that that 

... /4 

12252-1252/114-C".oll! Printer Old 

,/ 
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iubjtd 1Jiltatttr: 

. 4 . 

aspect presented no problems and in no way reflected on 
consideration of the extension applications. 

. .. / 5 

. .... .. ·--- ·- . - - . _.. -. .. 
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iubitrt faatttr: 

. 5 . 

~

... I 6 

12252-l252/84-Govt. Printer, Qld. 
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iuhied !!matter: 
• 6 • 

P

12252-1252/84-Govt Printer. Old. 
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iubird ~atbr: 

~epartment ot , 

. 7. 

and Vanrook P.D.H . 253 

The Coutts intend to integrate the Bramston Beach 
esort in a package deal for tourists which would see 

1 0utback retreats' available on both the above 
oldings. 

Mr. David Coutt s displayed a concept 11glossy' 
hich will shortly be submitted to the Department under 
over of a formal application seeking suitable title 
ver specific areas for accommodation and amenities to 
e excised from the holdings. In the event that the 
eject does not eventually proceed in respect of 

and VanRook, reinstatement of such 
xcised areas in the holdings will be requested. 

4 

This approach for favourable consideration of the 
reject will be based on the recent legislation 
mending the Land Act relating to permitted usage of 
astoral Holdings. 

Discussion ended 11. 40 a~ 

Land Commission 

... 

' 
./ 

.. · 
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L 

Dear Sir~ 

Department or Lands 
Land .-\Jministration llu iltling. 
1 JO- I 48 ( j.:orgc Strn·t. Brish:mt• 

.1 i-1, 

···i.!J tiJ14 

...J 

Addn:~~ mal l to: 
Th.: S.:nc\an, 1'.0. II"' lf,X. 
BR ISBA:"E NOR 'Ill ()I A Y. f..) . ·1000 
Tdcx: (..)LANDS :\,\41412. DX 2291ln~ 

Enquiries to: Mr. O'Shea 

Tdcphone (07) 224 8076 

Your R.:f.: 

Our Ret:: 
., ·n, . 

Date: 

R.e: Land Act Allendaent Act 1986. E.%tension 
of tera of Pastoral Leases. 

As previously advised, in terms of Section 5 of the Land Act 
Amendment Act 1986, the Pastoral Lease in the Schedule below is in the 
opinion of the Minister for Lands in excess of three (3) living areas. 

Your application for an extension of the term of the lease has 
been received. 

The Minister for Lands is prepa~ed to recommend to the Governor­
in-Council that the term of the lease be extended for a period 
of see sch~dule ( ) years, provided that ln consideration thereof the 
lessee/a undertake/a to -

(A) Utilise the holding totally, and progressively improve the 
lease in accordance with a development programme submitted 
by the lessees and approved as satisfactory by the Land 
Administration Commission; and 

(B) The lessee/a agree/a to the incorporation of the approved 
programme submitted and approved in the conditions of lease 
if required by the Land Administration Commission. 

The question of the length of the extension period to be granted 
will be given further consideration upon receipt in this office of the 
Undertaking referred to in the immediately preceding paragraph hereof. 

Such Undertaking must be executed -

(a) by the lessee/s personally under his/her/their own hands, 
or under a duly registered Power of Attorney, if a natural 
born person; or 

(b) by the lessee under its Common Seal, or under a duly regis­
tered Power of Attorney, if an incorporated _Company, 

and be duly witnessed by a Justice of the Peace, 
Stipendary Magistrate or Notary Public. 

NAME OF HOLDING 

arl .. ·. : . ! ,. ?53 

SCHEDULE OF LAND 

TENURE 
P.D.H. 
P.D.H. 
P.H. 
P.H. 

Solicitor, Barrister, 

-Nb·> of' lloLnrNG 
~~-'V(•;:L,::·· l l l ( J 
LI·/(:;!JLY L20) 

· t\·lenty ( 20 J 
t\-renty (20) 

Yours faithfully, 

Extension 
(years) 
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• ./ 

§ubirrt !Buttrr: Various matters, Coutts Brothers' activities 

--------------~----------------------------------------------~-------------------

At !O:OOam on Friday, 25th July, 1986 the Land Administration 
Commission Chairman, Mr. W.J. Baker, interviewed Mr. David Coutts 
who was accompanied by his legal representative, Mr. Keith Kern 
of Solicitors Boulton Cleary & Kern, and his Manager of Pastoral 
Operations, Mr. John Stewart. 

Messrs. Ted Hodges and Kevin Hayes of Openings Division 
were present for discussion on those matters in which they have 
previously been involved. 

I? 
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§ubirrt !lila tter: 

ilepartm.rnt of fJ.Ianbs 

- 2 -

,. 
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S.ubiert !flntttr: - 3 -

(7) VANROOK P.O.H. 
253~

The above properties all comprise part of the Queensland 
Stations portfolio recently acquired by the Coutts Brothers. 

In discussing the likelihood of future dealings with these 
holdings, Chairman identified 

The remaining holdings were also considered to be 
in excess of a 1 iving area but not to the extent of 

Regard was had to the pending legislation for 
extension of the terms of pastoral leases generally. 

. . . /4 

I 
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~ubirct ~atbr: 

ilrpartmrnt of ill a nits 

- 4 -

Mr. Coutts spoke of integrating the operations of all these 
holdings, 

Chairman emphasised that he was unable to give any guarantee 
or indication of extension of these holdings beyond the current 
expiry dates. However, he suggested that programmes for individual 
properties may be submitted for Departmental consideration as 
development proceeds, with a view-to securing the lessee's position 
as may be best allowed at that time. 

Discussion ended !1:15am. 

(D. W. Long 
Liaison Offi er., 

Land Administration mmission 
(01. 08.86) 

, . 
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29th Octo'bere 1979u 

I a.clmowledge receipt of your lettei' of 8th October~:~ 1979 
(reference C.SltS/79) oonoe~ an all.egati011 by Me881"8a . ~lor end Carter, 
Valuers and Agents, }49 Queen Street• lb:'iebaneiJ of neglect b7 this Departllet in 
not actviaing the Valuer General of a partial aurrencier ot Vanrook Station 1n time 
to pnwent the leaaeee being Jl'equizoecl to ptq rates em the surrendered area tor tho 
period 2.5th JuuaJ7. 1977 to ,Oth June ~ 197/ Q 

By letter dated 23rcl .tktpt.aber, 1976 QuHDeland Stations Urdted 
were fONarded IIU1T8Jld,ers of areu ot about 1010 equan kilometres and. about 
squre ld..lalletres of Vanrook and napectivel.J' and inYitecl to 
execute the aur.renara tor NatioDal Parka Purpo8H in accorclanoo with agreements 
reached in diecuaaiODS between Mr. Arthur A.~ gliM, Chairman of Dl.rectora, 
Quee'DIIland Sta.tiou Limited and Mra Brian BefterDan~ fo1"1118r Chail'II&J10 Larul 
Administration Cc:lald.S&Iion~ 

1'hc two eurrencter.o wre~ receiv<ad i n t ho De~t of Lands on 29th 
September, 1977 UDder cowr of Queeuland Stations Lilllite<l letter of 27th Septeaber, 
19?7 and I quote 1n part troas the letter signed by the Secretary ot the Compa!J3'., 

''l adriee that W0
1 
bave 'been .x.Pen,encing same difficulty 1n ~ 

the neaeatmry papers prooeaeecS and forwar~ to JOU• Howfter ll all seeme to be in 
order now to proceed• and. I am attaching tor you tll.o comi)].eted forme ot surrender, 
relating t o about square kilometres $u tho oaee of and to 
about 1010 aq~ kilcaetros in the case ot V£UU"'Ok Holding. 

Both f01'm8 have been signed by u Wider our Common Seal 0 and both 
carry tho consent of the Buk ot tfev South Wales• as I~ortsasee 1 on the reverse. 

b delay in reaching this point is r.mch regretted. 

\ie are currentl,y arranging vith the Bank ot NCN South Waloe tor the 
leoso documents to be provided to you as soon aa posaible, for endorsement, and vo 
ask that they be returned direct to that Bank at Brisbane ~ wben the endorsements 
haYe been completed"• 

I would mention that th~ leues were lodged with the Department 
under cover ot the Ba:nk:•s letter ot 11th October(; 1977 eo tho earliest the 
surrenders could. have been processed waa after the lastmentioned date. 

Vanrook Holding waa also the subjoct ot new lease action at this 
particular •ta.se and a 8\ll'l'tlnder of th.e leaae, executed on 11th Geptember• 1977 
for the purpose of having a new lease for a term of thirty (30) years. vu 
received by the Department on 10th November, 1971. 

Before it is possible to register partial and absolute surrenders 
it i.e necessary to ucertain traD tho Department of Hawing and Surveying the 
balance ares. in respect of a portial. esurrencie~~ ancl have a nev plan prepared tor 
the nev leaso to iSauo attar the absolute surrender. 

Sir David liuir~ C.M.G. ~ 
Parliasaentary Caraisaioner for 
.Adminictrati ve In••tigations 1 

21at noor{; 
Watld.u Place, 
~88 Edward Street, 
.BRISBAN.t:. Q;J.d. 4ooo. 

••• 2/. 

I 
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The Department of Mapping and Surveying were requested to prepare 
such information on 9th December, 197'7 and the necessary information was available 
on 6th April, 1978. 1'be actual registration of both dealings took place the 
following day. 

Although the surrenders were not received until 
and 10th November, 1977 it is mandatory that such &Un'enders be registered 

as at the quartor date following date . o_f execution, and in consequence the 
adjustments were carried out f.rom and 1st October, 19711 the 
surrenders having been executed on and 11th Septernbe.r 11 1977• 

In all circumstances it would seem that the Departn1ent proceeded 
with all actions with the utmost despatch allotfltd by the date of lodgement of 
documents by the lessee Ccmpany and 1 ts mortgagee Bank. 

Yours faithfUlly • 

Chairman 
J,and Administra~ion Commieion. 

J/ d~ ~-f,6 

~~· 

1t- si ~l \\1t 

15-380 File B 34 of 53

s.73

s.73

s.73

s.73

Rele
as

ed
 by

 D
NRM 

un
de

r th
e  

RTI A
ct 

20
09



............ Y~.r.P9.)t; ... ?.53 ........... .. ....... ... .. ................ . 

..................................................... m::m~~~n~n .............. ................. LAND AGENT'S DISTRICT. 

SuBJECT: Complaint to Parlia~entary Commissioner for Administrative 
Investieations - delay in a.dvisinrr surrender of portion to 
Valuer General. 

Vide letter dated 8 October, 1979 from P9rliament~y Co~~issioner 
for Administrative Investisations regardin~ a complaint by Nessrs. 
T~ylo~ ana Carter, Valuers and A~ents, 349 Queen Street, Brisbane, 
on behalf of Queensland Stations Limited, ret;ordinr, deln:,' in 
advisinr, the Valuer General of recristration of a parti~l surrender 
of Vnnrook Pastoral Development HoldinG ~or Natiunal Park Purposes. 

2 An area of 1010 Kr.! \~as surrcnde::-ed :or National 'Pru:'ks Purposes 
ar.d it is pointed out that, although the E;U::-render is dated ?.5 
FebruAry, 1977, nnd tte consent o: the 1-fort~n-r:ce Ban!( ~:n.s endorsed 
on 30 t~Ct!'Ch, 1977, the surrender i tsolf uas not received in the 
Depart~~nt on 29 Septe~ber, 1~??. The Com~any did not require ? 

Special LC(;'.SO or ') tocl~ Gra.zinc Perr:.i t for t:le surrendered area 
because nf its poor r..c..ture of th0 land fer cattle crazint:;. 

At the sx:e time, action ~,o.,s r~oceedir.~ for nr.. offer nnd accertnnce 
1mder Part VI and a surrender !'or thic rurpose ~\ra.s received by the 
De_part"'lcnt on 10 NoveMbnr, 197? <:tfter be:!.nr: executecl on 11 Septemb:::-r, 
1977 and conGer.ted to by the t:ort~a~ee Bank en 8 Novenbe>r, 1977. 

T:..,e fiJ.e HM sent to fj rE;t Ledc~r Section nnd thPn Al:>:!flicntions 
Section, b~i.r.r; received in Ar~licn.tions !:1ection on 9 December, 
1977. On t!le nnr.;e d<'1.te it \':~.s for\•Jarded to D.l' l .:5. for amended 
area connc~uent u~on zurr0nder for N~tional Parl{S purposes and 
for n ne•,., ?.!-:. Pln.n in r0srect of t 1-:e neto~ lca:;;e. 'l'h:.s infor::-tation 
'l:lD.S rcce:.ved from D.~:.s. on 6 April, 1970 a!1d the ndjustJ::P.n-:c to 
lea.r-:e ··rere carried out by Allrlic:-'~3.onn ~cction on ? April, 197P.. 
C11 20 Apri 1, 197G u letter \"us :for•-:urdod to Lar.d :~gent, Normat'l ton 
adv:isins particulnrs of nev; lease 'J.nd D.s:-:.inG hir.: to .!J.dvise the 
S'f~i~e Counci:: :1r:'1 t 1:0 VoJ. w~r G0ncro.l. Arparently t~~(' Vo.:!.ucr Gener:-: 1. 

recei vc~ !-:is advice on 1,'1 l~~', 197·Q. 

rr':'lc hi<; :~ctor in th.;: •.·rhol.C' n:~ttnr i.s t!:.o lnpr.e o'f' tir.1c in r~ceipt 
of the surrenrlcr !'or Nati::mnl P:1.rl--.s r::ur~•ocec from t1:e J..oasees o..'1d 
in t:.ic connectj on r·loaae r;ec 1:-tt~r frcr:: ·~ueens) a.!1d Stn.tiono Ltd. 
do.tcd 27 Serter::bcr, 1977 on 'Jtre.thmor~ 2h8. 

l:a,y t}:e !':.t!'linr:<:>nbry Commissioner for ~.rirnini!:t~o.t~.·!e Invcsti::-.,tionf; 
be 'J.dviscd ao follo~vs: 

.Sir Dnvicl l·:ui r, C..m.q. 
Parlinl':~ent"r~· Cm::r.:i::>s::.onero :'or 
:.drdnistrnt:. ve InvP..sti.::;::tions, 

21st ~loor, 
:·!atJ:ins flace, 
288 ·.<:dt·:arrl .Street, 
3RJ.~:--!3:';~! \ . '_;ld. 

. . . 2/. 
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--- --- --· ····'11 

T o.c~rnm.,rled[':e receipt of your lctt8-:-- 0" 8t;-, Octob<>r, "~79 

to :'.,..'1VC!lt t::e lessees beinc; rer-~uir-~c to }"la:r :::-ctcs on t!ln ourrendered are~ :c"!' the 

;e"'i.cd 25t'!: J::1:.:uc...ry, 1977 to _?:Oth June, 1977. 

By ~ett~~ rluted 23rd Se~terr.bcr, 1976 ~ueenslo.nd ~t~ticns Limited 

Her!' "'or:•.rn~dec'l surr~"'nder~~ of orcas of abo1~t 1010 sc;_unre l:ilometres ~"'1d B.bout

·'>r;.un.re :r.ilometreE' 0<: Vr.u:rook a!:d r-es~ective1y nr.d i.nvi ted to 

execut<E' t~1.~ a•1rr-cr:ders :'or Na:.: ona~ P:u-ks furposes :n accor-do..nce \·!i th <3.o"Tecr.:ents 

reac!:~d in discussionn bet\oJee:r Hr. Arthur Aucliss, Chnir!'la..Yl of Directors, 

!:d:::~j nist:>:>:-.tion Commission. 

'!:'he b1o surr.mders \·!e!'t> re>cci\•ed in thP. Dernrt::1e:r.t of' Lands on 2Sth 

St>~y~nmher, 1977 under cover o: Queensland '1tations lir:Jited letter of 27th 3eptor>Jber, 

"')77 ::1:11 :r quote :n part frot1" the lett0.r .siGned by the Sccretar:r of th€:' Comp:m:r. 

"J :..tdvisE' tl::at ~-.•e ~aw· been -experiencing some di~ficulty in 

h~.v:.i\:; ~~e nece::;s.'l..,.Y r~pers pr-oc;;cseC. c--r.d for\·ra!'ded to J·ou. Hm-:evcr, all seer.u:; to 

be in 0:-r~er nc'l~ to proceed, <:'..nd I a.":l at tachinc for you the completed forms of 

surrender, .... elc.t:!.nc to c.bout nquore kilomC'tres in t~e ce.se of 

.. ~~ to ~bout "010 S·":UR~e ldlom?.tres in the CMe ")~ Vunrook HoJdinc. 

Both forn~ hmre been si[,"l'led by us 1.:.nder our Com:!!on Seal, a."ld both 

co.::-r::r t::-.e conccnt of t'!:e Bank of New South '.!rtles, as Vortgngee, on thfl reverse. 

The delc.y in renc~~n~ tbis poin: is nuch reLretted. 

1.:e arc cu::-rently arr\ing:.ns \'li t:1 the Ban1< of Nevl South ~·!ales for t~e 

lec.se documer.tn to 'be :pro~ided to you as soon as :possible, for endo::-r.er.:P.nt, and v1e 

ask the. t they be returned di"!'oct to tht>.t Bank a.t Brisbane, \·Fhen the endorsements 

0 p_ ..,,_ '\...-.-- "" _ _ _ , ..... .-.-Aft 
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unu.er 

surrenders ·!d have bee11 processed waB after the lastmentioned date. 

Va.nrook ~Ioldint; \\ras also the sc.bject of ne~v lease action ctt ti1is 

particular stage and a surrender of the lease, executed on 11th SeFtember, 1977 

for -~he :purrose of h::.vinc a ncm lease for a term of thirty (30) yeE.trs, v1as 

receive~ by the Deparbent on 10th November, 1977. 

Before it is possible to rerister paxtial p~d absolute surrer.ders 

I it is necessa.ry· to ascertain from the Departr;1ent of fa:!a_ppintj and Su:r~e~rinr. the 

ba.Jv.nce ~ea in respect of a pa-rtial surrender and have a ne,.,r plan prepared for 

t~.e new lease to issue after the absolute .surrender. 

The Depart2r.ent of Happinr:; and Surveyine t-1ere requested to prepare 

G'.J.ch in::'orrr.ation on 9th December, 1977 ana t:.:e necessary inform<:Jtion was available 

on 6th April, 1978. The actual registration of bbth dealincs took place the 

Although t~l'} suPrenders were not .::::-ec~ived until  

1:1r..d 10th November, 197'7 i.t is mandatory th'lt such surrenders be registered 

as <:~.t tr-~e r~uc>.rter dnte followinc de.te of' cxE"cution, -~d in ccnsec:uence the 

s.djnstments ,.,ere ca:rr~~ecl o,_-;_t from a:1d 1st October, 1977, the 

surrenders ht;.v:in~ beep executed on and 11th Septe::-:ber, 1977. 

In all the circumstnnces it would seel!1 tha.t t~e Depc.rtr::ent proceeded 

~;i t•~ all actions t-ri th the utmost despatc?-c all.o•,.red by 7.hc date of lod.r:cment of 

0.ocuments by the J.e~mce Compa.n~T <::.nrl its r:lortg:;.cDe Barik. 

Yours fa:i thf~tll;y, 

Che.irman 
Lru1d ACI..:r.in:i ~t!":-.tion Cor·!l'n.ission. 

15-380 File B 37 of 53

s.73

s.73

s.73

s.73Rele
as

ed
 by

 D
NRM 

un
de

r th
e  

RTI A
ct 

20
09



Rl A 

a.: V:.nrodt .t~r.Horal t:evelop:'tellt 
1old;tn~. Jurk.e vitlt:rict. 

~&OqUOD't uvon the 8Un"f4der ~f .aD ~e~;: fO:r }•s.ti(.t'U!~l fn!'k 
· ~:'•"':. tbe ~· l\f t!l0 :alJOY9SQlltiCIDM lloldiil,;;· Wft:.:t -~ded to '?itO -~~~·:;.ra 
~c~trec 'i."'nr: the ~:.} l"ftt to {65QS.;J2 e.ti troa 1rt:. !.:r;:J'llo 1971. 

~Ollc·~ the $urr;;en(Jel" of th~ whole of ·ch~ boldi1l;.' ~i~s 
i~;;e.rt)~! r&~ : lt 30th .~G ..... ·t~, 1m~ :... !l~:'i:· lM~:Je 11n.e be011 roc<JJ"d4KJ OTf¥1' : .r•·~ CODt41ned ~~in 'in tet""ID$ or ~l"t u ~;i.~7idcm I of t'.ho V:mJ Aet 
~?-1<17:,..!$ 

•re.'51.l 
.t'ortu 
.• onUCJ.l .<onU 

~~~;{'1 &qlil!U'O kJ.lOMtl'"" 
30 1oars froo 1.10.1977 
.. 741·•: .• oo (1et period 10 tears) 

•c tiao 1 lU"OO di t e opnr ttan At' is£uo or th nev 

~ co;.y of 

Land .Agent, 
NCRt1i~TON. 4890 

• :~our inforrn!>.tion. Please advise 
.re Council and Valuer G.eneral. 
1ns herem th8 

•'be '>nc~·ot--ey • 
~d~ st~tton~ Li~dtcd, 
~00 .;ollins t:troot, 
l\c.LCL"'t". N.:.. Vic. ;.r...oo 
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l 
1 
1 

I 
l 

' r 

f.cu Vm'trook i·::-r.torsl 1.t~vGlo.r:tt1ent Holding. 
Al~Plieotion for a ne~ l.ot><se. 

4 . .. 
::>efe:r-ct~ce ia n:·l{lG to your np_....,licat;ic.n fur a 

iJOt<t lel;;GO c~VP.!' t:l~ d)OVt.-:- ::;~ti~il'.U\ T ~ldin;:• 1 ~·.!W.!> to ~{l\,i-:;_o that 
t.~~o ~:i\~ter 1·-:·.:::t b~~~ e:n:::--:::f-.~1ly sx.r:. :::L;~>c! by t~:o J. -:-·~ ... 1."".::1~ osl.t klvir.-.-; 
t·.~,;·'l"""'d to Pl '· 'Vi'.i<<S !li~ .. (w;~ ~i.or~tJ uct'~~-?•1 th01 Cl•nh-..:lt.!tl of ttls Jt:md 
;;.£:~;d.s~r~tic~. ~o::;ruisr.ion ~nci yuu:t" 1::. M;~~li$~. 

Fc?:illan 

Ii; !-:!:Is Eow b~.~,jn l::t-proved to ~.tt.l{e fo&~-:~cl otter 
to y~;ur Co."."i)'"'~:J· of a not; h~r-ee o~t~t· t'""C' tn•ca oc:,~~t red on t.h~ 
Ll'i~h~ch~d lit~Hl i!'! t.s:":~n t,f t::u-t VI Oavi:!ion 1) of ti:e hmt.l /~ctt 

11

1 
"'l"X<~-19'1~. ~.N.• Mea Cf,lnt:.;red r:recm :i.:-.; y;ropo3~d io ha Gt".:t ~~:·r··.rt 
~H?· ti : ~ :ooi ti<'ll'"titl ~- r!l·,.:-~Q ~~;·ti!"; f~~~l~~-91 ~rr~.~;~ i!J c;:.:;t,,Ji·;;~.(. ... ~:vl t!~oli t"La 
.• ' ·~· . ..,-~. •j. ~ nf I : .~ ~ ......... .,. ,. . ·., .... ~ ,, "d I .. ...,.. .•• , ·.~ ....... ,~~~·: ...... ~ ·: ••<.·4- ·r·" 'I- ·· ·.n'l .:.: -~~ t....o v ._ -... .. . .,~ ,_ ~,... ,: . ...,.\.it,:~ .• -... ,t.,..L...- .. ~ fhV . . ,.,t.:.;. •· •··4'.\•~ ., • o.....,wc..- c-....:. 'J.I, o:.-. o&• ~., 

:~ .. :: i.!t :.lo~:· .• ~l .. ~ ·j•:.c f.Yurro;;,.:.>"~• i leru::.c cn.":_'lleto an\ ~~unn·J;".i to 
t.'"· if.l :Je:o:-eTt; , (.~!t, t' .O rr.'.rl;i:Al ~Ul"t'O::!tJ•·:..• )'ol'"i'\ fm"-W.Lll'GCU to you l.l,"l4~0r 
C;)V(3~ (Jt' lctc.:"~Y' O!l 2,?.t'd ~ .. \ ·:r!;a, :her, 1:}~~(. 

~··.:.~ .. )· .... ~·~.::t 

h~ ~: :--• • ~ : 

t~."-'1r. 2 

~ · t"~.i~t"'~~~-·!1 ;~,"-.Jt:tlo~. ·:.tt~t•t · ~vl(1it'l~~ 
~ 'h:\.)-·~~ . (:?:.") :.~G;\!·t~. 
;,_~,(~~;:~ ( ',''1 ;1) :;t,~t ... ~·t:- :-~ lo.,r·.•:o.~r,~ .... 

' ~ ~"' . ··· - • ·~· •• 'IT ... i #<l") 

:;.;;Jt: 1.1:.; l;<'!" t;i':~wre l~1.lo:·.ctre 
r~ ·:::.~~ oe o:? 1C :~t'!n:rt:. 
::z;oci '!'1 •. :on~::U::infl·:;2 
\; \~' \ t~ ~ :· }· j"'; .. !"t.J.'~·~ ::t·~·: 

( .,~ 
. I 

• ~· .... .!: .. -- .~ ' ... : : j 

c .~ ~:,:'·t.~: ,; .. ;)lc·:.:~·. it -hr: ·~ .ti.t:'l:.t 

/' • L. ' .... .. -/. 
. 

. f ..... . ,_ . 
.,/2 

, .... n(: :.; ;:t::r .~; t · · :-;• ~ 
',.f:i ! .. ~: :_!'";1; ~;· d . t . ~\~-:·-~ ;· "t· :7: 

. ·--: ';._;..-- '.·::.-: ·. ;; ,ll J ~ ,. 
~· 

'· 
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provod to the·. entisfaction of the tli nicter, ai'tt;~ 
inVof.!tir;ation t.\i'1.d recorr.mendt>.tion by tlio l~nd 
Adn1i11iatration Corumit:aicm, that conditions ( 1) ~ 2:J3cl 
(2) of the leo~o as ~0cified above, h~vo not ~e~n. 
cr a~·e not beines complied ~lith. · 

In all other respects t~~e condit:lmu~ of th:. n~w 
leaso will be such as provid~d by the tend Act, 19C<2-1975• 

If the ~bovo offer is acce:.ts.ble to your Co::•pm1y 
the er1clov~d for.-:~ of !.lurrender should b& COitl!;letnd ~·.nd rettt:::·i~'t':r\ direct 
to this (:ffico tor~~ti•~r with triG s;;Hm of .-'111!•5·33 ad ar.·;,ortioncd 
horeu.m~Gr0 ai'l accotmt for which is enclosed. 

Nent on Vanrook Uoldine frorll.1·'l·77 .. to 30.9.77 
.Less crf!di. t rent · 
EEmt on now lease from 1.10.77 to 3<).6.?8 
!.ease l!"'ee 

'\1,8' ·0.18 
296.85 

5,5(0.::-o 
11.50 

--.. --
~~is off!~I' E:S~'i.'lll~e thnt tlle CC>!"l))l')tcd for.-;1 of 

surrende1• t<.,r;ett.er trith the r.!O!li~s t:i11 ba ~ct()ivod in this c:ri'~.ce on 
or b~:f'oro t!~ e 30th L:epte.!~ber, · '1'1'17 : .n crdt>r i:t::-:t tl-t9 new leMe will 
b$ recordEid to Cfli{,_,Ho.r•.ca on 1Elt tcto!:>~,r, 19·n. 

B/C: 

r _, ... • 

The 1~d Co~~isaioner, 
(Normonton District), 
ClG:CURRY. '~· 4824 

For your information. 

.lictine; Secretary.- i i 
22o6e7?e ·i ,! . • 

Yours faithfully, 

.. • 

! 

i 
l 
t 
l 

I 
r 
' 

I 
i 
' f t I 

' 
• l 
l 

l 
l 
i 

15-380 File B 40 of 53

Release

Rele
as

ed
 by

 D
NRM 

un
de

r th
e  

RTI A
ct 

20
09



................................. ~~~~~~ .............................................. LAND AGENT'S DISTRICT. 

SUBJ~ 'CT: 
,:""' 

Further dealing Pari VI (Division I) 

Vide application for new lease lodged July 41 1975• 

In the application the Lessee C~ proposes to 
effect improvements oomprisiDg fencing, yards, dips and 
dams at au estimated cost of $225,900 on &!zy" new lease granted. 

Vide Chairman's Minute of 23.4.1974 advising that the 
Lessee Compaey should apply for new lease of the subject. 

Vide Company's letter of 26.7.1974 advising severe 
flood losses. 

Vide Chairman's Minute of 1.9.1976 -The Department 
wishes to acquire 1010 squa:re kilometres of the subject 
Holding on the Staaten River along with an &l'e& of the 
Company's adjoining Stathmore Holding for National Park 
purposes. The necessary forms of pa;rtial surrender were 
forwaN.ed to the Lessee CoJDP8.tv' on 23.9.1976 bu.t as yet no 
written reply has been received from the Com~. 

Details of Lease: 

Lessee: Queensland Stations Limited 

Area: 7750 square kilometres 

Situation: 290 kilometres ~ of Forsl\V'th 

Term: 33 years rroJD 1o7•51 expiring 30~6.1984· 

Resumption Right: 1/3 after 20 years 

Rental: 96.5 cents for 2nd period 6omenoing 1.7.1961. 

The rental for the 3rd period oomenoiiJg 1. 7 o 1974 
has not yet been determined by the Land court. 

Vide L/C report and recommendation of November 301 1976. 

countrz: 

Comprises about 430 km2 of marine plains and ti-tree 
forest on coastal end of nin, about 1857km2 of inferior white 
sandridges and ti-tree wattle swamp (comprising the former 
STAATEN RIVm HoldiiJg) and the balance comprisesbox coolibah, 
flats and swamps with bloodwood gum and bee:f'Wood saudrid8es wi. th 
better grazil'lg along the Gilbert and Smithborne Rivers and 
StirliJ:tg end of the Holding. 

../2 
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........................................................................................................... ll....Al~U A~t:.N ll b U!~ I K!~ I. 

SUBJECT: 

Govt. Printer. Brisbane.{r•) 

-2-

Water: 

Natural - in Gilbert, Smithburne a.nd Staaten Rivers, 
Middle, Vanrook, Bull, Cockburn, Pelican and Macaroni Creeks. 
Other holes last a few months. 

Artificially by 5 bores, 4 wells, 44 taaks a.nd dams. 

L/C states su.pply is not sufficient. 

Carr;vipg Capacity: 

Present 1 beast to 18 hectares (43717 head) 

Potential 1 beast to 15 hectares (52460 head) 

By providing further water, fencing and dips throughout 
the holding where required at a cost of about $200,000. 

Breeding country • t 

Timber: 

Forestry would have no requirements from the area. 

Improvements: 

Extensive improvements comprisiDg homesteads, 
outbuildings, quarters, fe~ing, water, dips and yards valued 
at $734,660. 

Roads: 

No alteration is recommended. 

The area proposed for National Park purposes comprises 
1010 square kilometres. This area was discussed with the Chief 
Assessor who advised that this part of Vanrook was poor ti-tree 
forest country which would only run at the best 1500 straggler 
cattle. The Chief Assessor and no doubt the C~ considers 
this area. is not worth improving. The balance of Va.nrook would 
run about 42,000 cattle or a beast to 16 hectares. It is· assumed 
that the Crown will not inolude the area required for National Park 
in the new lease offer. The Compa.tzy" has already indicated to the 
Chairman that a Special Lease or Stock GraziJJg Permit over this 
area is not required. 

The Land Commissioner recommends that a.n Additional Area 
Inquiry be held and following the granting of additional areas, 
if ~, the Company be offered a new lease over the balanoe as a 
P.D.H. at $1.10 per square kilometre tor the first period subject 
to conditions of expenditure of not less than $2001000 on fencing, 
dips 1 water over ten ( 10) yea;ros with the Crown wai.~ all 
resumption rights. 

Remarks: 

The Lessee Cornpan.y in its application proposes to effect 
the following improvements -15-380 File B 42 of 53
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SUBJECT: 

J 
I 

42 miles subdivisional fencing 
48 miles boanda.ry fencing 
3 yards and dips 
27 dams 

$16800 
$ 9600 
$37500 

$162000 

$225900 

The Com~ requests a fifteen year development period. 

The Land COIIIlissioner reports that the Lessee Oompa.:rzy­
has more than complied with the conditions of lease especially 
w:i. th regard to water improvements. · 

Having regard to this and the recession in the beef 
industry coupled with recent severe :flood losses sustained by 
the Co. consideration might be given to a lesser expenditure 
over a ten year period. Consequently 1 it is suggested that an.y 
new lease offer be subject to a condition requiring expenditure 
of $1501000 over ten years on fencingy dams, dips and yazods 
with a res~ion right of one-third l1/3) attsr 2.2 yearso 
This figure of expenditure is suggested a:f'ter having regaN. 
to the Chairman's Minute of 1•9•76 - flagged. 

t 

As regal'ds the Land Commissioner's proposal that an 
Additional Area Inquiry be held it is believed that due to recent 
flood losses and the present economic recession in beef, the 
Lessee Compa:ly might be offered a lease of the whole area 
exclusive of that required for National Park purposes. 

It is also felt that any fUrther demands for additional 
area land could prejudice the Compa.xzy's apparent willingness to 
surrender the proposed National Park areas. 

The offer of new leases over the whole of Rutland Plains 
and the balance of Vanrook might be taken as an incentive by-
the Company to agree to the National Pa.rk proposals over Vanrook 
a.nd 

SUBMITTED 

1. Mey- Lessee Compa.ny be advised that the matter of new 
leasing bas been carefully examined and having rega.t'd to previous 
disoussions between the Chairman of the Laud Administration 
Commission and their Mr. Angliss concerning the partial surrender 
of areas of Vanrook and for National Park 
Purposes, the Department is prepared to offer a new lease over the 
balance of Vanrook Holding as illustrated, and the whole o:f Rutland 
Plains Hold!ng in return for the areas from Vanrook and 
required for National Park Purposes. Make formal offer over the 
balance of Vanrook on the following terms and conditions:-

Area: 6740 square kilometres 

Tenore: Pastoral Development Holding 

/ Term: Thirty ( 30) years 

' Rent: $1.10 per square kilometre for first period ten yearso 

Govt. Printer. Brisbane.(!>',) 
15-380 File B 43 of 53
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SUBJ~._:CT: 

Govt. Printer, Brisbane.<"•) 

• 

Special Conditions: 

(1). The Lessee shall within ten ( 10) years from the 
commencement of the term of the lease and to the satisfaction 
of the Minister expend the sum of not less than $1501000 on 
additional fencing, water, yards and other approved improvements. 

/ (2} Maintain existing improvements including those effected 
under oondi tion ( 1) hereof. 

/ ,2. Dispense 1fi th determination of 3rd period rent. 

j J• Request D.M.s. to prepare urgently a litho of new 
Vanrook (exclusive of the proposed N.P. a.l"ea) for transmission 
with the offer to the Co~ • ..a~ 

c~ ~ t?:J.tr :4 7 :3D r~l_ 
l:lfC AsSESSING SECTION 

for lleYiew 

The Holding is bett~ situated than Rutland Plains where 
I considered a rental of $1.00 per square kilometre or a 
net rate of 16 cents was warranted. On this basis the new 
lease of the subject holding should be offered at a rental of 
$1.10 per square kilometre or 17o6 cents net rate. At the 
present time the total rent pa.yable Va.nrook Holding is $7480.72 
and the new rental will be $7414• 

H.c. Hunter, 
Chief Assessor. 
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.............................. NOBMAN ................................... ............. LAND AGENT'S DI'STRICT. 

SUE.~ECT· Rea ~~ation for New Lease. 

The Land Commissioner. 
Normanton Dist~ct 
OLONCUBRY. 

V ok Pastoral Development 
ead Office Memo 14th April, 

\ 
Leaae•• 

Term a 

Kidman - Allgliss Pastoral Co. Pty. Ltd. 

33 years tram 1st Jal7, 1951 J -
Resumption Rightsa 1/3 :rd after 20 years 

Development Conditionaa Satisfactorily performed. 

Attached please find ( 1~port and recommended rental 

(~etch showing improvements, class 
of oountr.y and proposed improvements. 

t 
The lessees have more than complied with the original conditions 
of lease especiallY with regiicr ~9 ihii~r_J.mJ!roVe@.~~~-;-----yn··--clie 
last •en -rears they have had their own station plant constructing 
dams full time. They realise that in this type of country where 
there is a large bulk of low protein feed, stock will only walk 
out a few miles during the hotter and-drier months of the year 
before the storms break. If' water can be provided the 01>untry ~ 
will be able to carry the increased numbers even during average· 
seasons. The lessees plan to construct a considerable number of 
dams during the next few ye.ars. 'l'hi dams are being constructed 
in namps or low watercourses by a scraper and have a 3 to 1 
batter. The d8Dls are not fenced or eg!lipped and stock: have no 
problems obtaining a driDk and generally they do not become 
boggy. The dams are beir~ oonstructei of sufficient size to 
cater for silt deposits for some considerable number of years. 
This type of water facility has proved ~ite suooessfull 
throughout the gulf' region provided they are constructed large 
enough in the initial stage. The positioning of' several dams 
on Vanrook leave• much to be desired. Several of the dams are 
constructed practically on internal fences and where open ~ams 
water only one paddock their effectiveness from a grazing point 
of view leaves very much to be desired. In some instances the~ 
are two facilities on either side of a fence within 1 kilometre 
of each other. If these improvementa .. were constructed about 4 
kilometres awaY from a fence then the whole country surroundinr 
that water facility would be able to be fully utilizedo As 
there are numerous d81Ds si tea in this country, the seleo~i:C..1 ar 
positioning of daJDs and in particular Fords, Corner, :Beams, 
Packsaddle, Ciroungle, Brumby, Lizard, Bell's, Nappacuttie, 
Plain, Jensen's and10 Mile, is considered bad management. The 
above water facilities areR~~pitalised and have been valued 
according to their grazing worth. 

The lessees also plan to construct more fencing, dips and yards 
to cope with their T.B. testing programme and the increased 
numbers of stock. No development has been carried out on 
approximately 1857 square kilometres of inferior forest count:r 
comprising the fomer Staaten River Holding. 15-380 File B 45 of 53 Release
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\ 

tty on this area nor 
r could be developed 
~ent of improved pastures 

:y could not be succeB:IIfully 
grazed duri.r~ to the spewey nature of the 
country and the abb .... .J. country. Economically it would 
not be feasable at the present time and opening of more lands 
to increase cattle numbers would not be in the interests of the 
cattle indust~y at the present time. 

If the Crown desired to exercise its resumption rights it 
would be entitled to resume an area exclusive of the Jbl'm.er 
Staaten River Holding that would carry a third of the present 
carrying oapaoity. 

Head Office B/C letter 23rd September, 1976 indicated that an 
approach has been made to the lessee company to surrender 
part of this inferior country for part of a National Parko 
It would be much better for the whole of the Fbrmer Staaten 
River Holding to be included in a National Park rath~r than 
part as it>;woiald leave V.ANROOK HOLDING a much better designed 
block. 

During the floods of 1974 considerable damage to fencing and 
loss of stock occurred. No real figure can be put down to 
stock losses - figures supplied by the Company do not tallyo 
A comprehensive muster has not taken place over the whole 
area due to the economic reasons since the floods, and even with 
helicopter mustering at the time of my inspection many oleanskins 
were being missed quite close to yards. I do not doubt that 
substantial losses resulted from the floodso The majority 
of the country north of the Gilbert River was severly affected 
by flooding. The Pastoral Inspector informed me that 
approximately 80 mile of fencing had-to be repairedo PDDperties 
in the Boulia Area suffered considerable daJDage to fencing in 
both the 1973 and 1974 floods and also ~ost considerable 
numbers of sheepo To my knowledge no consideration has been 
given to the leases in that area that was severly affected by 
the flooding. 

I strongly feel that before a new lease is offered to the lessef 
company, an additional area inquiry be held as there could 
be some smaller holdings in close proximity (one for instancw 
adjoining- WILTHARRA) ollad be entitled to an additional area, 
however inves31gation or ~~iry would reveal the merits 
and needs of eaoh case. 

Upon completion of the inquiry and the granting of addition 
areas if any the Crown should waiver all resumption rights 
and offer to the lessees a Pastoral Development Holding ov£_ 
the balance area so that they could develop the lease to its 
best advantage knowing there would be no further loss of oounb:, 

It is recommended that the department hold an additional Rrf}a 

inquiry into VanroOk Holding for those leases in close pl~~ ~g 
and ofter the lessees a new lease wavering all resumption lgA~o;e 
over the balance area at the completion of the inqD.iry su1ect 
to the following conditions. 

1· Expend not less than $200,000 on boundar7 fencing, in~ernaJ 
fencing, dips and water improvements over ten ( 10) yea~, 

2. Maintain en. sting improvement s. d 
;JC l)u! :ux:rc•l\J:,r) .' 

~et6<l!! · oc1 I J • O • SP~i. 

~T-s 
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' 

LAND- . I'S DlSTRICr .............. -............ 7-./'.IJ~.!.!.~ ............................................................................ .. ' 

I 
' 

December 10, 

MEf.4.C:H~AHDUh1 1·n 
---~-..--~----.. .---~ 

Tl-:;E SECRET/ .. RY, LAND ADMINISTRATION COMMISSION. BRIS;B/.NE. 

SUllJEC::!:at ional Park Froposal.s, 
/ C&pe York Peninsula. ./ 

FILE REF. 

I refer to pr~vious conferences and corresrondence 
rE;:r,arding !!a.U anal Parks in the Cape York Fenin:::ula a reo.. 
TollowinG &n aerial inspection of thes~J proposalG, I :d.ll now 
deal witl1 t~ese in ordnr as projscted in the ChairMan's submission 
to the f~inister ~,f Hm;ember 26. 

... /2 
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•' 

- 4 -

The attached sketch shows an area that is 
.--: '{-rti·~.._ 

repr·eF;enta ti ve of a great deal of the to.t;;;;:;_ cbuntry in 
this area and contnins some very.attractive waterholes 
in the creeks leading into the St 8 aten River, has some 
gum swamps and is the habitat of different types?of ma~­
supials and waterbirds. An area of some 2400 km~ is 
suggested which will include both banks of the Staaten 
as shown, but in the event of the lessees objection to 
such a Jarge area, the southern boundar~ could be moved 
northwards. 

The areas required are n~rth of the Staaten ~ 
River; from Dunbar~Holding 4e4 km-, Strathmore 914 kmc 
and Vanrook 1005 kroc. Officers ~f the National Parks ~ 
and Wildlife Se rvice agree that an area of some 1300 k~~ 
south of the Staaten would be sufficient with some areas 
to the north of the River, to protect that bonk. However, 
this country does not appear to be greatly used by the 
properties concerned. I saw very little evidence of cattle 
tracks south of the ~taaten and they could probably be 
influenced to s~rrender these areas in return for a Special 
Lease on a grazing basis only. 
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HUPH"NE 44 3215 

·r:HENCE 

OUf~ RCFERI:NCI: ~ll73o 483/91!. 

oA;:£ 4 June, 197L~. 

The Sec:t"etary, 
The - Queensland Place Names Board, 
Survey" Office,· 
Department of Lands , 

_.BRISBANE, Q. 4000. 

Dear Sir, 

· Quey.y ·2754 ·-· & ·v anrook ·Rt1ns. , 

I refer. to your letter of 20 May concerning a request 
made toyour Minister by Mr. Arthur Angliss of Queensland Stations 
Limited for a history . of and Vanrook runs • . 

I am sure the Minister would appreciate that a full 
and detailed history of these tHo large aggregations (each. con­
sisting originally of a considerable number ·of runs) ~rould take 
some weeks. of concentrated work. Present staff reso~ces do 
no~ allow me to under~ake such a project, but I have compiled a b~ief 
history of each run and have copied some material from eacl1 file 
which may be· of interest to Mr. Angliss~ I am enclosl.?g: 

(a)

(b)

(c) Copy of an adver·tisement for the sale of Vanrook, Stirling 
and St-rathmore Stations, published in 1911~ • . (Attachment ·B). 

(d) 

(e) · 

(f) 

.Cg) 

(h) 

Brief narrative history of Vanrook.· 

Copy of the consolidation ·Gazette· notic8 f or Vanrook (13 
December· 1901). (Attachment E). 
Copy of Assessing Conunissioner's Report of 23 December 1925 
on Vanrooi<:. (Attachment F). 

Copies of maps showing boundaries of constituent runs. 
(Attachment G). · 

I trust that this information l-Till be of assistance and interest 
to Mr. Angliss. However, it occurs to me that, with his knowledge of 
the a!'ea, a detailed reading of the run files might be Hr. Angliss 's 
best method of reseru.~chi.ng. the history of the r uns . He Hould be 
most welcome to -visit the Archives and to pe:r'use the files, if the 
Minister agrees. 

Yom's fai:thf11lly, 
/_,., 

i J -
/cvv· {_ 

.· l . 

/ (P .D. Wilson) 
·Archivist. --

[CLO/N37, LAN/N32, LAN/N36, LAN/N37, LAN/N2, LAN/AF16~, I~/AF167, 
Maps N, ~ml~ sheets lBB, 18D]. 15-380 File B 51 of 53
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