MEMORANDUM ‘

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS LRAE

Division of the Land Administration Commission =]
TO: Honourable Minister
FROM: Ron Wright
SUBIJECT: LOTUS VALE HOLDING
DATE: 15 February 1990

The lessee of Lotus Vale Holding, Mr P Naylor, accompanied by
Solicitor Don Boyd, saw me about the prospect of acquiring part
of the adjoining Vanrook Pastoral Holding to add to Lotus Vale.

Vanrook is for sale and the proposal by Mr Naylor is to build up
his property into a viable unit. Lotus Vale is a small property
of approximately 303 square kilometres and from Departmental
records carries around 2,745 cattle. Vanrook is a very large
property and carries an estimated 39,647 head with a potential of
about 45,000.

There is no foreseen opportunity %o obtain land from Vanrook for
build up or ballot purposes before the year 2027 due to recent
lease extensions given. In accord with present Departmental
policy, the proposal would be supported and Ministerial approval
would be expected to be granted. The only unusual factor in
relation to the proposal is that the area is situated in Cape
York towards the southern part of the Gulf of Carpentaria.

In general terms however, I do not perceive this to be a problem
becaugse the grazing land use is not being interfered with and the
freeholding is not an issue. The proposal is more an adjustment
to properties which will see a small property (Lotus Vale) built
upwards and the large excessive Holding, Vanrook, adjusted
downwards.

Submission

Before proceeding to final contract, the Solicitor asked of me
could he be advised if the proposals are in keeping with present
policy. The costs of his clients inspection and other
negotiations will be high and he does not want to experience them
unnecessarily. I informed him that I would advise you on the
matter and seek your support within the week.

(o T recommend that you advise that the proposal is considered to be

gﬁﬁk in keeping with Departmental policy and will be considered on
[ that basis.
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Your Reference
Our Reference

Direct Line

!"d."'-— LG e

GPO Box 55
Brisbane 4001
Telex 40762

DX 128 Brisbane

Levels 23-28
Santos House

215 Adelaide Street
Brisbane

Australia 4000

goct W&
Vi nronk34/253
D
228- 3
Henderson Trout

Solicitors and Notaries

20th October 1988

DEPT.OF LANDS
54654

"’““Tﬂi
The Secretary, \ W
Lands Administration Commission,
lLands Administration Building,
130-148 George Street,

BRISBANE, QLD. 4000

B s Y

ek

Dear Sirs,

Land __Act.. Amendment _Act_ 1986 .- Extension of Term of
astora ease - Vanroo

Re:

We refer to your Tetter dated 29th September, 1988,
which is enclosed.

F

a cop: -‘=°«f

As requested, we enclose the original Lease docume_gypf throok
Pastoral Development Holding No. 34/253 for 1od'f‘ent so that
the term extension and additional cond1t1on§ﬂf;' be endorsed

ther :
u{?ﬂ =
Yours [faithfully, o

Hendegspn Trout v

Encl.

NOD100093/3(9)
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Telephone (07) 228 5811
International +617 228 5811
(07) 229 7566
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Facsimile

PARTNERS

AC Freeleagus CBE AM RFD
George W Deeb
Michael | Morrow
Ross Grainger-Smith
Ian F Holland
Geoffrey N Harley
Ian W Morrow
Jeremy C Charlston
Paul H Corbiere
Michael O Klug
John D Elliott

David G Cominos
Ralph D Praeger
David S Rathie

Ross G Perrett

John C Petrie
Timothy D Ferrier
Christopher T Coyne
Roger J Burrell
Randal J Dennings
Peter L Gore
Christopher L Taylor
Alan H Maguire
Archibald Fletcher
ASSOCIATES
Thomas P Drakopoulos
Lloyd S Nash

Brian C Noble
Catherine R Davis
Simon W Lang
Paul G Callaghan
Sally A Pitkin

Gary T Goldman
Peter D White

Karen M Trainor
CONSULTANTS
Norman N Amos
Brian J Conrick
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land Administration Commission

Address mail to:

Department of Lands The Secretary, P.O. Box 168,

Land Administration Building— r— /~r— 2 RISBANE NORTH QUAY, Q. 4002

130-148 George Street. Brisb ne* A i ‘ gfmgﬂl,ﬁ]nnbzszﬁg;gn DX 229 Bris.
- _I i ;-ni%

1 _ Ejlqumes to: Mr. Sheppard

L T (Registrations E)
Boulton Cleary & Kern, _ Telephone (07

e 39F—+66t
Solicitors, B siatatatabatia zZ¢ Ttz 3

P.0. Box 1099, . .
TOWNSVILLE. Q. 4810 Your Ref:  KRK:IMK 20986

L N Our Ref:  Vanrook 34/253
Date. € @oc? i5uY

Gentlemen,

Re: Land Act Amendment Act 1986.
Extension of term of Pastoral Leases.

Reference is made to your application for an extension of term of
the undermentioned lease, in terms of Sectlen 5 of the Land Act Amendment
Act 1986,

The Governor in Council has determined that the term of the
Pastoral Lease be extended by twenty (20) years. The amended particulars
of the lease are as follows:-

Holding: Vanrook Pastoral Development Holding No. 34/253

New Term: 50 years from 1.10.1977

Expiry Date: 30.9.2027

The following additional conditions are also to be incorporated in
the Lease -

"Within 5 years:-

{11 Introduce improved pastures to an area of not less than
10 000 ha;

{21 Erect not less than 37.5km of new fencing; )
{(3) Construct 5 new dams;
(4} Construct additional yards and dips;

(5) Repair and renovate all existing boundary and internal
fencing;

(6) Upgrade all existing watering facilities;

MR
T Release
i
N
Warld Expo 88 f
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(7} Renovate the main homestead; and
{8) Upgrade the beef cattle herd and eradicate feral cattle.”
Please forward the Original Lease document of Vanrook Pastoral

Development Holding No. 34/253 to this Office, so that the term extension
and additional conditions can be endorsed.

Yours faithfully,

e

5 P

-

Secretarg}
]

¥

Release
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3Ssur

My, Sheppard
{Registracions B}

Boulton Cleary & Lern,
Solicitors, 397 1661
Pl et N KRz IMK 20986

IUWNSYILLE. Q. 4810
Vanrook 34/253

9 4 SEF 1WEY

Gentlemen, .
- 6 0C" 1353
Ret Land Act Amencment Act 1986.
Extension of tera of Pastoral Leases. ppﬂunﬁﬂlﬁﬂou O

Reference is made to your application for an extension of term of
the underzentioned lease, in terms of Section S of the Land Act Amendment

Act 1986.

The Governor in Council has determined thal the term of the
Pastoral Lease be extended by twenty (20) years. The azended particulars
of the lease are as follous:~

Holaing: YVanrook Pastoral Developwent Holding lo. 34/253

New Term: 50 years from 1.10.1977

Expiry Hate: 30.3.2027

ine following agditional conditions are also to be incorporated in
the Lease -

"Within 5 years:~
e (1} Introduce improved pastures to an area of not less than

CECORDINGS 10 000 hay
(2) Erect not less than 37.5km of new fencing;
18 0CT 1983 {3) Construct 5 new dams;

{4) Construct additional yards and déps;

{5} Repair and renovate all existing boundary and internal
fencing;

(6) ﬂPBE;Q all existing watering facilities;

(ﬁﬂ ‘ [ ?U 0CT 1988
R) Gredtio-or oatial, 4 odbiisut, coibons fo

\’m‘w“FDH & il vi / f']’u =) el 2
! dQ. Cor‘{) 4 O-WJJ O‘L RECORDINGS
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(7) Renovate the main homestead; and
(8) Upgrade the beef cattle herd and eradicate feral cattle."
Please forward the Original Lease document of Vanrook Pastoral

Development Holding No. 34/253 to this Office, so that the term extension
anc additional conditions can be endorsed.

B/C The Land Agent, Yours faitniully,
(Normanton District),
CLONCURRY. Q.

Please note your records and
advise the Local Authority

i rdi .
and Valuer General accordingly Secretarg

g i

. Sécre tart.

Release
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o = B. Worner
Messrs Boulton, Cleary & Kern,
Solicitors, 224 8076
DX 41404,
TOWNNSVILLE QLD KRK:IMK 20909 &
14881
Miranda Downs 232
\
\
Gentlemen,

Reference is made to a number of letters of yours, the last being
30th July, 1987 concerning applications made to the Lands Department in
respect to(s73 | Vanrook 253, [s.73 |

[s-73 [all owned
by the Coutts Group.

The Department has considered applications for 20 year extensions,
applications for renewal under part VI and other individual applications in
respect to all leases concurrently, and decisions have been made
accordingly. The question of the applications for 20 year extensions has
been addressed firstly and the various positions of a Lease by Lease basis
is as follows:-

'

s.73

By fao £ R/ /€7

/62/ ﬂﬁfa w PN Mo tod nol o et il Eis

A
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The term of Vanrook is 30 years from lst October, 1977 expiring 30th
September, 2007. The Minister is prepared to recammend to the Governor in
Council an extension of 20 years provided the development proposed by the
lessee in its new lease application is included as conditions of the
existing lease. These conditions are:-

e ¢/3- -




Within 5 years -

(i) Introduce improved pastures to an area of
not less than 10 000 ha;

(ii)  Erect not less than 37.5 km of new fencing;
(iii) Construct 5 new dams;

(iv)  Construct additional yards and dips

{v) Repair and renovate all existi 'f 1nd:
and internal fencing;

(vi)  Upgrade all existing wa facilities;
(vii) Renovate the main home

(viii) Upgrade the beef le herd radicate
feral cattle. . ¥ ‘A

15-380 File B 9 of 53
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Further action now awaits advice from you to indicate acceptance of
the above actions and if so, the required agreements and lease documents. I
would add of the four leases referred to, the Instrument of Lease of Miranda

Downs is currently on file.

B/C Land Commissioner,
(Normanton District),
CLONCURRY. Q. 4824

For your information.

3 " /-»-'Jl- YA
P

!

A/Secrefar§.
B/C Land Commissioner,
TOWNSVILLE. Q. 4810

For your information.

A/Secretary.

15-380

Yours faithfully,

B/C Land Commissioner,
ROCKHAMPTON. Q. 4700

For your information.

A/Secretary.

B/C Land Commissioner,
'(Clermont District),
EMERALD, Q. 4720

For your information.

o )
(% i
\% 4 " Ii
g 17

A/Secretary,

File B
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SUBJECT:

e LAND AGENT'S DISTRICT.

{a) Applications for Lease Extensions under the L.A.A.A. 1986

in respect of [s.73 |
s.73 | (3) Vanrook P.D.H. No. 34/253 |73 |
s.73 |

and (b) Applications for New Leases over the Five (5) Holdings in (a)

above, plus [S.73 |
|s.73 |

aau;- e n

15-380

Reference the abovementioned matter and your
approval of 21st July, 1987 hereunder,

IN RE MATTER (a) ABOVE:
Each of these five (5) Holdings have been

certified by the Minister as being in excess of
three (3) living areas.

Present lease terms are:

S.73

(3) Vanrocok P.D.H. - 30 years from 1.10.77.
Expires 30.q.2097

s.73

On 24th December, 1986, lease extensions under
the L.A.A.A. 1986 of 20 years, 20 years, 20
years, 17 years and Nil vears respectively were
approved subject to the lessees (1) furnishing
undertakings to utilise the holdings totally and
progressively improve them in accordance with
development programmes submitted and approved as
satisfactory and (2) agreeing to the
incorporation of the approved programmes into
the conditions of leases if required by the
Department.

In the applications for new leases submitted,
the 1lessees have outlined their development
proposals for the holdings as follows:-

s.73

File B 13 of 53
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(1) itroduce improved pastures to an area
_ of not less than 10,000ha;

(11) rect not 1less than 37.5km of new
S fencing:

(1ii) Construct 5 new dams;

{iv) Construct additional yards and dips;
(v} Repair and renovate all existing
boundary and internal fencing:

{vi) Upgrade all existing watering
_ facilities;
(vii) Renovate the main homestead;

(viii) Upgrade the beef cattle herd and
eradicate feral cattle.

The cost of the pastures and fertilizer, the 5
new dams, the 37.5km of new fencing and yards is
estimated to be $685,000. Lessees state the
present vale of improvements on the Holding to
be $2,751,500.

File B 14 of 53
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s.73

CERTIFICATE;

T certify that thé development programmes
submitted in the Part VI applications in respect
of [s.78 |, Vanrook
P.D.H. [s73 | are satisfactory
to the Department for the purposes of extensions
of lease requirements under the L.A.A.A. 1986,

(A) SUBMISSION IN RESPECT OF (a) OF SUBJECT
MATTER HEADING HERETO:

1. Subject to the lessees indicating that the
development programmes submitted with the
Part VI applications in respect of G738 |

[s.73 |, Vanrook P.D.H.
[s73 | may be incorporated
in the lease conditions respectively for
each Holding, together with a condition
requiring maintenance of existing
improvements, and subject also to lessees
undertaking to utilise the Holdings totally
and progressively improve them in
accordance with the conditions, may action
be taken to extend the leases of such
Holdings by 20 years, 20 years, 20 years
and 17 ..ygars respectively unde
noa.a.n, A48 6 of 83°




s.73

’// and
2 s.73
( B) S.73

(€) SUBMISSION IN RESPECT OF (b) OF SUBJECT
MATTER HERETO:

15-380

Following approval of 21st July, 1987,
lessees were advised by letter dated 23rd
July, 1987 that a senior field officer will
shortly arrange for inspection of all of
the following eight (8) holdings for the
purpose of the Part VI applications:

2

s.73

3. Vanrook P.D.H.:
s.73

This matter has been discussed with the
Director, Division of Field Services, who agrees
that if inspections are necessary, arrangement
therefor. might best be organised by the four
(4) involved Land Commissioners din the first
instance. If it becomes necessary for a single
person to be conversant with all eight (8)
holdings, this c¢can then easily and quickly be
attended to.

If the lease  extensions covered in submission
(A) hereof are approved, lessees may decide to
cancel their Part VI applications in respect of
the first four (4) mentioned holdings if it were
to be explained to them that new leases would
add little to their tenure security.

s.73

File B 17 of 53




- 39.75 years;
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o RECOMMENDATION :

In the letter of advice to the lessees
confirming lease extensions to be approved under

the L.A.A.A. 1986 1in respect of [s73

s.73 ] vanrook P.D,.H. [s.73

s.73 | I recommend it be pointed out to
them the length of the terms of all eight (8)
holdings and they be advised that this
Department considers the security offered by
such lease terms to be extremely sound and that
new lease consideration at this point in time is
toco premature and, since such consideration

ould require surrender of Jlarge areas for
dealing with by the Crown, it would be in the
lessees best interests for them to withdraw
their new lease applications in respect of the

Q///;;{/m

A

M.P. Guy,
Deputy Director,
Division of Field Services.

13th August, 1987.

Dr,pun/ [3:!’[ ""(’ﬂ
Division of Field Set 1vices Z/ ‘p;

u(/‘rmﬂ FleB () whoroe 19 of 53
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Various matters, Coutts Brothers' activities

At 9.55 am on Friday, 3 April, 1987, the Chairman
of the Land Administration Commission, Mr. W.J. Baker,
interviewed Messrs David and Graham Coutts, who were
accompanied by their legal representative, Mr. Keith
Kern of Solicitors Boulton, Cleary and Kern.







Subiject Matter:

S.73

B rcistwre,

s.73

(4) [

Vanrook P.D.H. 253, [s73

|s.73

In terms of Section 5 of the Land Act Amendment
Act 1986, the above holdings are considered to be each
in excess of three living areas - applications for
extension of the term of each lease are to hand.

Mr. David Coutts mentioned that, as stated at
prior interview of 25.7.1986, investigations are under
way to establish the feasibility of integrating the

operations of all these holdings, |[s73

s.73

s.73

Chairman invited detailed development programmes
in respect of each property, as a preface to lease
extension consideration, but cautioned against being
ambitious in the extreme in the framing of those
programmes - he stressed that a progressive development

15-380

programme of realistic propositions was sought in each
case. He pointed out that the progrgpmes, if approved

nd the leases extended, would be incorporated into the
conditions of lease. It is to be expected that the
Coutts will now furnish programmes under which they
will make short-term commitments of say 5 to 7 years
for further development in each case, but will also
outline their longer term aims and objectives for these
properties on the understanding that those more
futuristic plans will not be enforced under lease
conditions.

/7 Mb. Graham Coutts indicated that Queensland

Stations which holds all these leases has been
privatised in a takeover by the Coutts and is no longer
a public Company. Chairman assured him that that

File B 23 6f/63
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Subject Matter:

aspect presented no problems and in no way reflected on
consideration of the extension applications.

|

« TN

B, W, o - 50 R P, S . D, O T, Y. . .
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Subiect Matter:

Hepartment ot Lands

.

)

g, |57 and Vanrook P.D.H. 253

The Coutts intend to integrate the Bramston Beach
Resort in a package deal for tourists which would see
'outback retreats' available on boeth the above
holdings.

Mr. David Coutts displayed a concept uvglossy'
which will shortly be submitted to the Department under
cover of a formal application seeking suitable title
over specific areas for accommodation and amenities to
be excised from the holdings. In the event that the
oject does not eventually proceed in respect of

e

L3

/f/ﬁ‘/f7

15-380

[s-73 | and VanRook, reinstatement of such
excised areas in the holdings will be requested.
«

This approach for favourable consideration of the
project will be based on the recent legislation
amending the Land Act relating to permitted usage of
Pastoral Holdings.

Discussion ended 11.40 afii

<L/’} Liaison O0Offjcer

Land Administrafi Commission

File B 27 of 53




Adddress mal 1o

Dcparll_n‘cm_ ol L{ul.]ds The Secretary, PO Box HoR.
Lund Administration Building, BRISBANE NORTH QUAY, Q. 4000
130- 148 George Street. Brishane Telex: Q LANDS AASI412. DX 229 By
r ¥ 1 5 aa
Enquirics to: Mr. 0'Shea

o RO 7 e
it RS2,

) ? ‘ Telephone (07) 224 8076

witgsinsinsd statllons,
atae . daw ,9;1-1. - Your Ref:
o Niar o Hyig
e o (B
| N Our Rel: n C
— — e A "‘) ’ -
3 PEB 1837
Date: ‘ 98
Dear Sir,

Re: Land Act Amendment Act 1986. Extension
of term of Pastoral Leases.

As previously advised, in terms of Section 5 of the Land Act
Amendment Act 1986, the Pastoral Lease in the Schedule below is in the
opinion of the Minister for Lands in excess of three (3) living areas.

Your application for an extension of the term of the lease has
been received.

The Minister for Lands is prepared to recommend to the Governor-
in-Council that the term of the lease be extended for a period
of See schindule () years, provided that in consideration thereof the

lessee/s undertake/s to -

(A) Utilise the holding totally, and progressively improve the
lease in accordance with a development programme submitted
by the lessees and approved as satisfactory by the Land
Administration Commission; and

(B) The lessee/s agree/s to the incerporation of the approved
programme submitted and approved in the conditions of lease
if required by the Land Administration Commission.

The question of the length of the extension period to be granted
will be given further consideration upon receipt in this office of the
Undertaking referred to in the immediately preceding paragraph hereof.

Such Undertaking must be executed -
(a) by the lessee/s personally under his/her/their own hands,

or under a duly registered Power of Attorney, if a natural
born person; or

(b) by the lessee under its Common Seal, or under a duly regis-
tered Power of Attorney, if an incorporated Company,

and be duly witnessed by a Justice of the Peace, Solicitor, Barrister,
Stipendary Magistrate or Notary Public.

SCHEDULE OF LAND

ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁiu i Extension
TENURE fio. OF HOLDING {years)

s.73 I.D.!l- SOV bt T l‘j “"}
Vay - @ 77253 P.D.H. twenty (20}
s.73 Pulls ‘twenty (20)

P.H. twenty {20)

Yours falthfully,
15-380




Various matters, Coutts Brothers' activities




Bepartment of Hands

9

Subiect Matter:




Subject Matter: B e

- The above properties all comprise part of the Queensland
Stations portfolic recently acquired by the Coutts Brothers.

In discussing the Tikelihood of future dealings with these
holdings, Chairman identified

he remaining holdings were also considered to be
a living area but not to the extent of —
Regard was had to the pending legisTation for

e terms of pastoral Teases generally.

.. :.,"1‘4
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Subiject Matter:

Pepartment of HLands

égg;aneQZz£;z¢ze%

-4 -

15-380

Mr. Coutts spoke of integrating the operations of all these

holdings, [s73

s.73

Chairman emphasised that he was unable to give any gquarantee
or indication of extension of these holdings beyond the current
expiry dates. However, he suggested that programmes for individual
properties may be submitted for Departmental consideration as
development proceeds, with a view.to securing the lessee's position
as may be best .allowed at that time.

Discussion ended 11:15am.

(01.08.86)
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29th October, 1979.

Dear Sir David,

I aclmowledge receipt of your letter of 3th October, 1979
{reference C.845/79) concerning an allegation by Messrs., Taylor and Carter,
Valusrs snd Agents, 349 Queen Street, Brisbane; of neglect by this Department in
not advising the Valuer General of a partial surrender of Vanrook Station in time
to prevent the lesseas being required %o pay rates on the surrendered area for the
period 25th Jenuary, 1977 to 30th Jume, 1977.

By letter dated 23rd September, 1976 Queensland Stations Iimited
were forverded surrenders of areas of about 1010 square kilometres and gbout[s73 |
square kilometres of Vanrook and [573 | respectively and invited to
execute the surrenders for National Parks Purposes in accordance with agreements
reached in discusaions between Mr. Arthur £3glias, Chalrman of Directors,
Queenslond Stations limited and Mr. Brian Heffernan; former Chairman, Land
Administration Commission.

The two surrenders were received in tho Department of lands on 29th
September, 1977 under cover of Queensland Stations Limited letter of 27th September,
1977 and I quote in part from the letter signed by the Secretary of the Company.

"1 advise that we! have been experiencing some difficulty in having
the necessary papers processed and forwerded to yous . Howeverj.all scems to be in

order now to proceed, and I am attaching for you the completed forms of surrender,
rolating to about [S73 |square kilometres in tho case of and to
about 1010 equare kilometres dn the case of Vanrook Holding.

Both forms have been signed by us umder our Common Seal, and both
carry the consent of the Bamk of New South Wales, =5 Hortgagee, on the reverse.

The delay in reaching this point is much regretted.

We are currently arrangingwith the Bank of New South Wales for the
lease documents to be provided to you as soon as possible, for endorsement, and we
ask that they be returned direet to that Bank at Brisbane, when the endorsements
have been completed”.

T would mention that the leases were lodged with the Depariment
under cover of the Bank®s letter of 11th October, 1977 so tho earliest the
surrenders could have been processed was after the lastmentioned date,

Yanrook Holding was also the subjoct of nev lease nction at this
particular stage and a surrender of the lease, executed on 11th September, 1977
for the purpose of having a new lease for a term of thirty (30) years, was
received by the Department on 10th November, 1977,

Before it is possible to register partial and absolute surrenders
it is neceasary to ascertain from the Department of Mapping and Surveying the
balance ares in respect of a partial surrender and have a new plan prepared for
the new leasc to lssue after the absolute surrender,

Bir David Muirﬂ C.oM.Gag

Parlismentary Commissioner for -7
Adninistrative Investigations,

21at Floor,

Watkins Pme'

288 Edward Street,

BRISBANE. Qlde 4000,
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The Department of Mapping and Surveying were requested to prepare

such information on 9th December, 1977 and the necessary information was available
on 6th April, 1978. The actual registration of both dealinge took place the

following day.

Although the surrenders were not received until [573 |
[(73 | and 10th November, 1977 it is mendatory that such surrenders be reglstered
as at the gquarter date following date of execution, and in consequence the

adjustments were carried out from[s73 | and 18t October, 1977, the
surrenders having been executed on [s.73 | and 11th September, 1977.

In all circumstances it would seem that the Department proceeded
with all actions with the utmost despateh allowed by the date of lodgement of
documents by the lessee Company end its mortgages Bank.

L)

Yours falthfully,

e S
LeGe LAWRENCE

SChairman
Land Adrinistration Commission.

// /ZM i /Mé /

L} BT L

go

&

v
R ‘-’a %ﬁv&"' W8
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e JORMANTON . LAND AGENT'S DISTRICT,

SU BJ ECT: Complaint to Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative
Investigations - delay in advising surrender of portion to
Valuer General.

Vide letter dated & October, 1972 from Parliamentary Commissioner
for Administrative Investigations regarding a complaint by Messrs.
Taylor and Carter, Valuers and Aigentsy. 349 Gueen Sireet, Brisbane,
on behalf of Queensland Stations iimited, regarding delay in
advising the Valuer General of repistration of = partial surrender
¥ Vanroolk Pastoral Development Holding for Natiunal Park Purposes.

An area of 1010 Km2 was surrendered for National Parks Purposes
ard it is pointed out “that, although the surrender is dated 25
February, 1977, and the consent of the Mortgarmee Banl was endorsed
on 30 March, 1277, the surrender itself was not received in the
Departrent on 29 Sewmtember, 1977. The Comnany did not require a
Special Leasc “ar Stock)Grazing Rérdit for Mhehsurrendered area
because of dits poor rature of the land fer eatile srazing.

At the same time, action,was proceedirsyfor on offer and acceptance
under Fart VI and a surrender for this murpose was received by the
Derartmenit jon 1C Novermber, 1977 after being executed on 11 Sertember,
1977 and consernted t6 by the Nortcage€é Bank on & November, 1977.

Ihe file was gfmtivso first Jevigep Section and then Aprnlications
Section, Yeirg received in Apnlications fSection on 9 December,
1977. On.the sere date 1% was forwarded to D.l.S. for amended
arca consequent upon surrender for National Parks purposes and

for a new P.L. Plan\in rospect of the new lease. This information
was received from D.Xe8. or A April, 1977 and the adjustments to
lease were carriedyout by Aprliscciions Scetion on 7 April, 1978,
On 20 fprild 1979 a letter was forwarded to Land Acent, Normanton
advising particulars of new lease and asiking him to advise the
Shire Counciligr? the Valusr General. Apparently the Valuer Genersl
received his advice on 12 Moy, 197%.

The bis factor in the whole motter is the lapse of time in receipt
of the surrender Jor National Parks rurpoces from the leagsces and

in this connection rlease cee lztier frowm Jueensland Stations Ltd.

b

doted 27 September, 1977 on Strathmore 242,

Fay the Parlismentsry Commissioner for Adminiztrative Investigntions
be advised as follows:

Sir David Fuir, <wrg,
Parliamenter; Commizsioner for
Administrotive Investigntions,
215t Floor,

Watltins Place,

258 Tdward Street,

BRTSBRANE. ~1d. Lnoo.
=S
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T acknowledze receipt of your letter of 8tk October, 1070

{reference C.ALS/7P9} concerning an allesation by Hessrs. Toylor =nd Carter,
Ya2luers and igents, *40 Jueen Strcet, Brisb ane, of nerlect by this Departwent in
nol advising the Valver Genersl of a partial surrender of Vonrook Stotion in time

to pravent the lessees being reguired te pay rotes on the surrendered area for the

pericd 25tk Jg_;;u;;r:!, 1677 to Fth June, 1977.

By lettar dated 23rd Sentember, 1976 Gueensland Stations Limited

#

s.73

were forwarded surrernders of areas of abevt 1012 scuare lilemetres and sboud

scuare Yilometres of Vanrook and [S73 tj respectively and irnvited to

execute thue surrenders for Nulicnal Farks Furpofes €n accordance with agreerments
reactied in discussions between Mr. Arthur Augilss, Chairman of Directors,
Tueensland Stetions Limited and Mre Brian Heffernan, former Chairman, Land

Zdministrztion Commissione.

The two surronders were received Ih the DBerartment of Lands on 2Gth
Jentambher, 1277 under cover ©f Tueensland Stations Iimited letter of 27th Septenmber
I 2 5 ig ]

o

1977 and T quote in nart fror the letder“tigned by the Secretary of the Company.

"F, advise that, we ) have been exreriencing some difficulty in
having Are/ necessary rapers procassed sud forwarded to you. However, zll seems to

be in arder now to proceed, sndsThan aftaching for you the completed forms of

surrender, relating to about[zfgsquere kilometres in the case of [S73

and to about 1010 square bilometres in the case 2 Vasrook Holdinge.

Both forms have been sirned by us under our Common Seal, and both

carry the concent of the Bank of New Scuth iales, as Fortgagee, on the reverse.
The delay in reacking this point is much regretted.

e are currently arranging with the Bank of New 3outh Wales for the

.

lease documents to be provided to you as soon as possible, Tor endorserent, and we

asky gl they be returned direct to thgf Bank at Brisbane, when the endogg%g%%ts

Nn

Tara hhasm AasacT ada



unaer Lo LUE Duuata a2l ol LIRD VCLoker, 1uy/y BO THe earllest thne

surrenders *1d have been processed was after the lastmentioned date.

action at this

&]

Vanrook Folding was alsc the subject of new leas
particular stage and a surrender of the lease, executed on 11th Seprtember, 1977
for the purpose of having a new lease for a term of thirty (30) years, was

received by the Department on 10th November, 1977.

Before it is possible to register partial and absolute surrernders
it is necessary to ascortain from the Departiient of Marpihg and Surveying the
balzonce area in respect of a partial surrender and kave a new plan preparsd for
the new lease to issue after the absclute surrender,

The Departmezt of Mappingd@and Surveying were requested to prepare
such informatior on 9th December, 1977 ond the necessary informetion was availshble
on 6th April, 1978. The actucl registration of bbtl dealings took place the

following daye

Although( the surrendeérs were not receiveds until [73 !

S73  |and 10tk November, 1077 it is mandatory that such surrenders be registered

as at the ousrter date following dete of exeeution, and in censecuence the

sdiustreuts were carried out from |5-73I§ ‘ |a:1d 1st October, 1977, the

surrenders hovino been executed on m - |and 11th Septenmher, 1977.

In all the circumstarces it would seem that the Departrment proceeded
with all actions with the utmost despatch allowed by *he date of lodrement of

documents by the lessce Company cind its rmortgopee Banka

Yours faithfally,

LoG. L&VRINGE

Land Adrpinistrat

GL
-g,?’ﬁf; @%
3 .
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Yanrook 253

HAEBRA 5837

20th April, 1978

r Hip ¥

Het Vamrook iwxctoral Ueveloprent
lolding, Surke ldotriet.

Congegquent upon the surrender of an ares for Netionmsl Fark
poses the ares of the abovemeationsd holdis; was amonded to 6750 vowre
waetrenr vnd the snausl rent to $6505.82 as from 1et April, 1977,

Folloving the surrander of e whole of tho.bolding Selug
dstered ne nt 30th leptembor, 1977: = usv leose has beon rosdrded over
» sren contained therein fu terss of Pert Vi Livizlon I of the Lawd ret
el §5 P

‘

Deteils of the now desse are ng J0liCudie

\rans &74% aguaro kilcoetres

Popmi 30 yourg fron 16 10.1977
innual Hents W7h1%0G (18t period 10 yours)

Actionds roceeding toverds geeparstion nd isgue of the new
trument pf henese

i osopy of plan #1516 io eficloned.

Land Agent,
NCRMANTON. U890

» your information. Please advise
re Couneil and Valuer Generals
He herewitha_

g
‘ T .fu-“;;-l; = -
Ji /{""(A v g o ihe SEEOLETY

. W 'dde Stotdens Ldudied,
dnp. Secretar | 74 500 Gollins Street,
i BILECUMNL, Vic, 3000

Release
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22vd Juna, 977

Fe: Vanrook iostersl Develornent lioldinge
Application fer a new lesase.
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W

proved to the. e:.tw:taetim of the Hinicter, alter
{uvestipation md recommendstion by the Land
Admindstration Commirsion, that contiticns (1) wnd
{2) of the lec2o as specified above, have nol Leown,
or are not belng complied withe

In all other respecis the conditions of ths new

leasc will be such as provided by the land Act, L

to

If the sbove offer ie acce table to your Comnany

the encloed fora of Surrender should be completed snd returped direct

this Ci{fige torebher with the som of 714533 ao anportionod

hereunasy, an accouny ior which is encloseds

Rent on Vanrook Uoldinz from, 1a7.77 %o 30977 19,8°Ce 18
Less eredit rent 205,05
Yent on new lease From 1.790.77 to 30.6473 545000
Louse Fee 1150

g 370 1h5:33

ihis offer ssmmens thnt the complated foru of

surrender toepether with the ronies will be rodoived in this (F#9i0e on

oy before e 30th lepterber

s TRY7 inorder Ahst the now lease will

bhe recorded to cowicnce on 1st Coloher, 1977

B/C: The Land Commissionery
(Normenton District),
CLOHCURRY. o 482k
) Youra faithfully,
For your information.
S
: " (ﬁ,";.f"}")"
.-’.' i rl""""““. & V
Acting Seerctary., |
Acting Secretary. 2 e
22.6 «7lo f'['
15-380
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Normanton LAND AGENT'S DISTRICT.

Further dealing Part VI (Division I)

Vide application for new leasme lodged July 4, 1975«
In the application the Lessee Company proposes to

effect improvements comprising fencing, yards, dips and
dams at an estimated cost of $225,900 on any new lease granted.

Vide Chairman's Mimute of 23e4+1974 advising that the
Lessee Company should apply for new lease of the subject.

Vide Company's letter of 26.T.1974 advising severe
flood losses.

Vide Chairman's Minute of 14941976 ~ The Department
wishes to acquire 1010 aguare kilemetres of the subject
Helding on the Staaten River aleng with an area of the
Company?s adjoining Stathmore Holding for National Park
purposess The necessary forms of partial surrender were
forwarded to the Lessee Company on 23491976 but as yet no
writiten reply has heen received from the Companye.

Details of Lease:

Lessee: Queensland Stations Limited

Avrea: T750 square kilometres

Situation: 290 kilometres N-W of Forsayth
Term: 33 years from 10751 expiring 30+6+1984.
Resumption Right: 1/3 after 20 years

Rental: 9645 cents for 2nd period commencing 1.T.1961.

\.’. The rental for the 3rd period commencing 1701974
has not yet been determined by the Land Courts

~ i 49 ' ) .
24 S \ Vide L/c report and recommendation of November 30, 1976e

Comprises about 430 km? of marine plains and ti~tree
forest on coastal end of run, about 185Tkm2 of inferior white
sandridges and ti-tree wattle swamp (comprising the former
STAATEN RIVER Holding) and the balance comprisesbox coolibah,
flats and swemps with bloodwood gum and beefwood sandridges with
better grazing slong the Gilbert and Smithburne Rivers and
Stirling end of the Holdinge

Y
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SUBJECT:

P -

Hater:

Natural - in Gilbert, Smithburne and Staaten Rivers,
¥iddle, Vamrock, Bull, Cockburn, Pelican and Macaroni Creeks.
Other holes last a few monthse.

Artificially by 5 bores, 4 wells, 44 tanks and dams.

1/C states supply is not sufficient.

Carrying Capacity:
Present 1 beast to 18 hectares (43717 head)

Potential 1 beast to 15 hectares (52460 head)

By providing further water, fencing and dips throughout
the holding where required at a cost of about $200,000.

Breeding country.
Timber:

Forestry would have no requirements from the area.

improvementss

Extensive improvements comprising homesteads,
outbuildings, quarters, fencing, water, dips and yards valued

Roads:

Yo alteration is recommended.

W } / The area proposed for National Park purposes comprises

1010 square kilometres. This area was discussed with the Chief
Assessor who advised that this part of Vanrock was poor ti-tree
forest country which would only run at the best 1500 straggler
cattles The Chief Assessor and no doubit the Company considers

this area is not worth improvinges The balance of Vanrook would
run about 42,000 cattle or a beast to 16 hectares. It is assumed
that the Crown will not include the area regquired for National Park
in the new lease offer. The Company has already indicated to the
Chairman that a Special Lease or Stock Grazing Permit over this
area is not reguired.

The Land Commissioner recommends that an Additional Area
Inquiry be held and follewing the granting of additional areas,
if any, the Company be offered a new lease over the balance as a
PaDeHe at $1410 per square kilometre for the first period subject
to conditions of expenditure of not less than $200,000 on fencing,
dips, water over ten (10) years with the Crown waivering all
resumption righise

» Release
Remarks:

The Lesse %ymw in its application propoges jq effect
of

ISy the following improvements —

Govt, Printer, Brisbane.(%>



SUBJECT:

withs
42 miles subdivisional fencing $16800
48 miles boundary fencing $ 9600
3 yards and dips $37500
27 dama $162000

$225900
The Company requests a fifteen year development periods.

The Land Cormissioner reperts that the Lessee Company
has more than complied with the conditions of lease especially
with regard to water improvements.

Having regard to this and the recession in the beef
industry coupled with recent severe flood losses sugtained hy
the Co. consideralion might be given to a lesser expendiiure
over a ten year periode. Consequently, it is suggesied that any
new lease offer be subject to a condition requiring expenditure
of $150,000 over ten years on fencing, dams, dips and yards
with & resumption right of one~third (1/3) aftep 20 yearse
This figure of expenditure is suggested after baving regard
to the Chairman's Minute of 3.9.76 - flaggede

As regards the Land Commissioner®s propesal that an
Additional Area Inquiry be held it is believed that due fo recent
flood losses and the presenl economic recession in beef, the
Lessee Company might be offered a lease of the whole area
exclusive of that required for National Park purposess

It is also felt that any further demands for additional

area land could prejudice the Company®s apparent willingness to
gsurrender the proposed National Park areas.

The offer of new leases over the whole of Rutland Plains
and the balance of Vanrook might be taken as an incentive by
the Company to agree to the Wational Park proposals over Vanrook
and |s.73 |

SUBMITTED

1o May Lessee Company be advised that the matter of new
leaging has been carefully examined and having regard to previous
discussions between the Chairman of the Land Administration
Commiseion and their Mre. Angliss concerning the partial surrender
of areas of Vanrook and [s73 |for National Park
Purposes, the Depariment is prepared to offer a new lease over the
balance of Vanrock Holding as illustrated, and the whole of Rutland
Plaine Holding in return for the areas from Vanrook and
required for National Park Purposes. Make formal offer over the
balance of Vanrook on the following dterms and conditionsi—

/ Area: 6740 square kilomeires

/I Temre: Pastoral Development Holding

/Term: Thirty (30) years

} Rent: $1410 per square kilometre for first period ten years.

15-380 File B oo /13 of 53
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SUBJ._.CT:

15-380

Govt. Printer, Brisbane.C

Special Conditions:

|/ (1]. The Lessee shall within ten (10) years from the
commencement of the term of the leagse and to the satisfaction

of the Minister expend the sum of not lese than $1504,000 on
additional fencing, water, yards and other approved improvements.

/ (2} Maintain existing improvements including those effected
under condition (1) hereof.

/ Be Dispense with determination of 3rd period rente

f 3. Request D.M.Se to prepare urgently a litho of new

Vanrook (exclusive of the proposed N.P. area) for transmission
with the offer to the Companye

) Koo R P =) aa

B/C AssEssyn
S’NG Sre
or Revie;LTwN

The Holding is 'be‘l:‘tgi' gituated than Rutland Plains where
1 considered a rental of $1.00 per square kilometre or a
net rate of 16 cents was warranted. On this basis the new
lease of the subject holding should be offered at a rental of
$1.10 per square kilometre or 17.6 cenis net rates A% the
present time the total rent payable Vanrook Holding is $7480.72
and the new rental will be $T7414.

M A L

Hoc. Hﬂntﬁr’
Chief Assessors

i

m/y: A
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Application for New Lease. ,3’

Vanrook Pastoral Development Oompanyu N
(Head Office Nemo 14th April, 1975 )

Res

N\
wbxu&‘r—» /(’rﬁﬁ/.&/) ,@4\2’ Ce \/i \_‘
|

*/% | X\

VA 2
The Land Commissioners o 00 /
Normanton DistHict 1 g RDTH
CLONCURRY.

MEMOs Leasee: Kidman - Angliss Pastoral Co. Pty. lz.td.
Term: 33 years from 1st July, 1951 |

Resumption Rightss 1/3 »d after 20 years
Development Conditions: BSatisfactorily performed.

Attached please find (1) Report and recommended rental

(g%ketch showing improvements, class
of ocountry and proposed improvements.

% P The lessees have more than complied with the original conditions
. fgﬁ‘f of lease especially with regard 1o water improvements. In the

T last éen years they have had their own station plant constructing
dams full time. They realise that in this type of country where
there is a large bulk of low protein feed, stock will only walk
out a few miles during the hotter and-drier months of the year
before the storms breask. If water can be provided the omuntry-
will be able to carry the increased numbers even during average
gegsons. The lessees plan to construct a considerable number of
dame during the next few years. Th# dams are being construocted
in ewamps or low watercourses by a scraper and have a 3 to 1
batter. The dams are not fenced or equipped and stock have no
problems obtaining a drink and generally they do not become
p boggy. The dams arTe being) constructed of sufficient size to
cater for silt deposits for some considersble number of years.
This type of water facility has proved quite sucoessfull
throughout the gulf region provided they are constructed large
enough in the initial stage. The positioning of several dams
on Vanrook leaves much to be desired. Several of the dams are
constructed practically on internal fences and where open dams
water only one paddock their effectiveness from a grazing point
of view leaves very much to be desired. In some instances therc
are two facilities on either side of a fence within 1 kilometre
of each other. If these improvements.were constructed about 4
kilometres away from a fence then the whole country surroundins
that water facility would be able to be fully utilized. As
there are numercus dams sites in this couniry, the selectinz ar
positioning of dams and in particular Fords, Corner, Beards,
Packsaddle, Circungle, Brumby, Lizard, Bell's, Nappacuttie,
Plain, Jensen's and10 Mile, is considered bad management. The
above water facilities are”upitalised and have been valued
according to their grazing worth.

The lesgees also plan to construct more fencing, dips and yards

to cope with their T.B. testing programme and the increased
numbers of stock.e No development has been carried out on
approximately 1857 square kilometres of inferior forest countr
15-380 comprising the fofileB Staaten River Holding. 45 of 53
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ity on this areg nor

r could be developed

aent of improved pastures

2y could not be successfully

grazed durius to the spewey nature of the
country and tke abs _a country. Economically it would
not be feasable at the present time and opening of more lands
to increase cattle numbers would not be in the interests of the
cattle industry at the present time.

If the Crown desired to exercise its resumption rights it
would be entitled to resume an grea exclusive of the Former
Staaten River Holding that would carry a third of the present
carrying capacity.

Head Office B/C letter 23rd September, 1976 indicated that an
approach has been made to the lessee company to surrender
part of this inferior country for part of a National Parke

It would be much better for the whole of the Former Stasten
River Holding fto be included in a National Park rather than
part as it.voild leave VANROOK HOLDING a much better designed
blocke.

During the floods of 1974 considerable damage to fencing and
loss of stoock ocourred. No real figure can be put down to

stock losses - figures supplied by the Company do not tally.

A comprehensive muster has not taken place over the whole

areg due to the economic reasons since the floods, and even with
helicopter mustering at the time of my inspection many cleanskins
were being mismed quite close to yards. I do not doubt that
substantial losses resulted from the floods. The majority

of the eountry north of the Gilbert River was severly affeoted
by flooding. The Pastoral Inspector informed me that
approximately 80 mile ¢f fencing had to be repaired. Pmwperties
in the Boulia Area suffered oconsidergble damage to fencing in
both the 1973 and 1974 floods and also #ost considerable
nmbers of sheep. To my knowledge no consideration has been
given to the leases in that area that was severly affected by
the flocding.

I strongly feel that before a new lease is offered to the lesses
company, an additional area inguiry be held as thers could

be some smaller holdings in close proximity (one for instance
adjoining - WILTHARRA) g‘%ad be entitled to en additional area,
however invesfigation or Inquiry would reveal the merits

and needs of each case.

Upon completion of the inquiry and the granting of addition
greas if any the Crown should waiver all resumption rights

and offer to the lessees a Pastoral Development Holding ove_
the balance area so that they could develop the lease to its
best sdventage knowing there would be no further loss of ocountr,

It is recommended that the depariment hold an additional ares
inquiry into Vanrook Holding for those leases in close pi. “ir
ard offer the lessees a new leage wavering all resumption ighee
over the balance area at the completion of the ingiiry surect
to the following conditions.

1. Expend not less than $200,000 on boundary fencing, imernal
fencing, dips and water improvements over ten (10) year

2. Mgintain existing improvements. :
B4 The iscrevery L
w Adminietratisz Coma loe JaOMae NROY.
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J S f
LARE | \LT‘S DISTRICT. L BATRID /

“\,. . |
LAND OFFICE, CAITNT Deceniber 10, 19..25.. ;

MEMORANDUM 7»

THE SECRETARY, LAND ADMINISTRATION COMMISSION, BRISEANE. 2

SU'BJF,ﬁif‘L./ﬁat ional Park Froposals, _A FILE REF.
7 Cape York Peninsula. /

and corresrondence
:ninsula area.

sroposals, I will now

ke Chairman's submission

I refer to previous confg
rerarding National Parks in the Cape Y
Following an aerial inspection of thess
deal with these in order as projecte
to the Minister of Hovember 26.

15-380 o File B 47 of 53
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representative of a great deal of the &

swvpial

River; from Ennbarqﬂaldlng LEL km

ang Wildlife Se
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Vanrock, Strathmere and Dunbar.

The attached sketch shows an area that is
e untry in
this arca and contains some very.attractive waterholes
in the creeks leading into the Stgpaten River, has some
gum eswamps and is the habitat of diffe ] typeb of mare
and waterbirds. An area of some 2400 km® is
suggested which will include both banks of the Staaten

as shown, but in the event of the lessees objection to

such a large area, the southern boundary could be moved
northwards.

The areas required are ngrth of the Staaten
and Vanrook 1005 kn© . Oiflcera
rvice agree tb
south of the Staaten would
to the north of the River, ti

this country daes‘&@t-aype,,'
properties concerned. I
tracks south of the Staate n
influenced to surrender| these areas in ﬂetnrn for a Bpeclal
Lease on a grazing basis only.

1. 5
: , mf some 15@@ kn
3 1ent with some areas
srotect that bank. However,
be reatly usﬁd bv the '




SeamILes

TCLEPHONE 44 3215

ouUR ROFERENCE  M173.483/9L

v ERENCE DATE 4 June, 1974,

15-380

The Secretary,

The Queensland Place Names Board,
Survey Office,

Department of Lands,

"BRISBANE, Q. 4000,

Dear Sir,

‘Query 2754 -~ |53 & Varirook Runs

I pefer to your letter of 20 May concerning a request

made to your Minister by Mr. Arthur Angliss of Queensland Stations
Limited for a history of and Vanrook runs.

I am sure the Minister would appreclate that a full
and detailed history of these two large aggrepations (each con-
sisting originally of a considerable number of runs) would take
some weeks of concentrated work. Present staff resources do
not allow me to undertake such a project, but I have compiled a brief
history of each run and have copied some material from each file
which may be of interest to Mr. Angliss, I am enclosing:

(a)sJS

(b)

(c) Copy of an advertisement for the sale of Vamrook, Stirling
and Strathmore Stations, published in 1914,. (Attachment B).

(d) s.73

(e)

(£) Brief narrative history of Vanrook.

ﬁg) Copy of the consolidation Gazette notlcc for Vanrook (13
December 1901). (Attachment E).

(h) Copy of Assessing Comnissioner's Report of 23 December 1925
on Vanrook. (Attachment F).

(i) Copies of maps showing boundaries of constituent runs.
(Attachment G).

I trust that this information will be of assistance and interest
to Mr, Angliss. However, it occurs to me that, with his knowledge of
the area, a detailed reading of the run files might be Mr., Angliss's
best method of reseafching the history of the vruns. He would be
most weleome to visit the Archives amd to peruse the files, if the
Minister agrees.

Yours faithfull

,,f// - 7 -
,{ ﬁﬁJU‘->

7/ (P.D. Wilson)

-

-
P~
g

.o

[CLO/N37, LAN/N32, LAN/N36, LAN/N37, LAN/N2, LAN/AF165, LAN/AY167,
Maps N, 4ml, sheets 18B, 186kB 51 of 53
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