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Premier of Queensland 

For reply please quote.· MCISDB - TF/ 1 3/ 1154- DOC/ I 3/9938 

15 JAN 2013 

Dear

Executive Building 
too George Street Brisbane 

PO Box 15185 City East 
Queensland 4002 Australia 
Telephone +61 7 3224 4500 
Facsimile +61 7 3221 3631 
Email ThePremier@premiers.qld.gov.au 
Website www.thepremier.qld.gov.au 

Thank you for your letter of 17 January 2013 about the Springsure Creek Coal project. 

I have referred a copy of your correspondence to my Cabinet colleague the Honourable 
Andrew Cripps MP, Minister for Natural Resources and Mines for cons ideration and direct 
reply to you. 

Please be assured that Minister Cripps will give your concerns full consideration. 

Again, thank you for contacting me about this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

CAMPBELL NEWMAN 

B/C The Honourable the Minister for Natural Resources and Mines. 

By direction. For your information and direct reply, please. Copy of inwards 
correspondence is attached. 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY PREMIER 

CAMPBELL NEWMAN 
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17 January 2013 

To The Premier 
Campbell Newman 

Dear Premier 

Our concerns are with the proposed mine by Bandanna Engery at their Springsure 
Creek Coal project. 

These concerns include: 

1) The proposed mine is on STRATEGIC CROPPING LAND which should be 
protected at all costs. 

2) Their original claims of NIL SUBSIDENCE have now changed up to I to 2 
metres. 

3) The proposed haul road will cut across more STRATEGlC CROPPING 
LAND. 

4) Proposed routes ofhaul roads cut across 8-10 different landowners. 
5) Suggestions to shift haul road to cross another resource companies land 

(which cuts down affected landowners to 1-3) are met with answers of 'NO­
we can't go through their land' . Why is it alright to affect the agricultural 
producer but not the resource company? Is it that we are easier targets? 

6) The cropping land in this area is unique, reliable and is of a large scale which 
I 

means it has long term viability. Smaller farming blocks may not be viable in 
the long term or will be made up in to larger blocks so they are viable. This 
area has already gone through this transition and will be viable for a long 
time into the future, a long time after Bandanna has destroyed their part of 
this landscape. 

7) Bandanna's claims of how they can increase agricultural productivity are 
purely proganda and is being used to increase the attractiveness to their 
prospective shareholders. There is no recourse for the agricultural indsutry to 
rebut the lies and deceit they are spin doctqring. By the time shareholders 
realise this deception it will be too late for agriculture in this area. 

I thank you for your time and look forward to having you address some of these 
concerns. 

Yours faithfully, 
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QUEENSLAND 
GO\ERNMENT 

Han Andrew Cripps MP 
Minister for Natural Resources and Mines 

Ref: M01072013 
CTS 01529/13 

2 5 FEB 2013 

Dear and 

level17 QMEC Building 
61 Mary Street Brisbane Qld 4000 
PO Box 15216 City East 
Queensland 4002 Australia 
Telephone +61 7 3225 1861 
Facsimile +61 7 3224 2491 
Email nrm@ministerial.qld.gov.au 

Thank you for your letter of 17 January 2013 addressed to the Premier concerning the 
proposed Springsure Creek Coal project. As the matters raised fall within the portfolio of 
the Department of Natural Resources and Mines, the Premier has referred the matter to 
the Honourable Andrew Cripps MP, Minister for Natural Resources and Mines. The 
Minister has asked that I respond on his behalf. 

The Queensland Government recognises the importance of striking the right balance 
between protecting the State's unique and diverse environmental values and providing 
access to the State's valuable mineral and energy resources. 

All applications for mining tenements in Queensland must comply with the relevant 
legislation under which the application is made and are subject to a strict regulatory 
process. This process is a thorough and rigorous procedure involving economic, 
environmental, social and native title assessments prior to any determination. The process 
also involves public notifications and provides for input and objections to any proposed 
mining lease and the associated environmental authority (EA). Any resulting EA is 
conditioned to provide appropriate protection of environmental values of the area as well 
as rehabilitation requirements and, in some cases, off-set requirements. 

Springsure Creek Coal Pty Ltd lodged Mining Lease Application (MLA) Number 70486 on 
19 October 2012. The prerequisite resource tenure for MLA 70486 is Exploration Permit for 
Coal (EPC) Number 891. Transitional provisions which exist in the Strategic Cropping Land 
Act 2011 exempt 'Any environmental authority application and any related resource 
application for a mining lease relating to EPC 891' from the provisions of the Act. 

However, this exclusion only applies for resource activities under an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) resulting from the finalised EIS Terms of Reference relating to EPC 891, 
published on 2 June 2011. The issue of subsidence will be dealt with during the EIS process 
and will be incorporated into any EA that may be issued to Springsure Creek Coal Pty Ltd. 
The EIS and EA processes will also address any rehabilitation requirements for the company. 
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This department is aware of Springsure Creek Coal pty Ltd's intention to construct a haul 
road to MLA 70486. All information provided to date has been preliminary and Springsure 
Creek Coal Pty Ltd has yet to confirm an exact route or to lodge a MLA for the proposed haul 
road. 

Any application made by Springsure Creek Coal Pty Ltd for an authority to build a haul road 
through this area will be required to go through the same process as a standard mining lease 
application. This includes compensation agreements and discussion with relevant 
landowners, as well as compliance with the provisions of the Mineral Resources Act 1989 
(the Act), the Environmental Protection Act 1994 and the Strategic Cropping Land Act 2011. 
The proposed haul roads identified in your letter do not appear to fall within EPC 891. 

If you wish to lodge a formal objection against an MLA for the proposed mine or any 
associated haul roads, a Certificate of Public Notice (CPN) must first be issued in 
accordance with the Act. Once the Mining Registrar issues a CPN, the applicant for the 
mining lease must then satisfy the requirements of the Act with regard to notification of all 
affected landowners including any local authorities. 

A copy of the CPN is also required to be published in the newspaper which circulates in the 
area of relevant land subject to the mining lease application. Information on the objection 
process will be provided in this publication. 

If you have any questions about my advice to you, Mr Peter Donaghy, Regional Director, 
Mines - Central Region, of the Department of Natural Resources and Mines will be 
pleased to assist you and can be contacted on telephone 4936 0367 

Yours sincerely 

Susan McDonald 
Chief of Staff 
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STRATEGIC CROPPING LAND

DNRM
SERVICE DELIVERY – LAND & MINES POLICY

FORTNIGHTLY TELECONFERENCE

Wednesday 29 May 2013
2:00pm – 3:00pm

Teleconference phone: 1300 300 805
Conference code: 7478 907 077

Item COMMENTS & ACTIONS Who

Bandanna - SD met with proponent recently. EIS not 
needed for transport corridor. Arguing temp 
impact. Not validating, want to lodge in July. 

SD
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Miner insists its systems keep land productive 
• Bandanna Energy has set aside 
$3 million for research and technology 
under its announced Independent 
Agricultural Coexlslence Research 
Committee, led by Basin Sustainability 
Alliance chairman David Hamilton and USO 
soil scientist and gasfield commissioner 
Professor Steven Raine, to investigate the 
productivity of the farmland soils following 
rehabilitation. Bandanna says it plans to 
initially mine only its own farmland as a 
measure to showcase how successful 
coexistence can occur. 
The company will be digging for thermal 
coal. paddock by paddock, while it 
intends to continue cropping and farming 
through the subsidence process. 
Bandanna says remedial works for 
subsidence will be ongoing and all 
modifications to drainage structures will 
be undertaken as soon as pracllcable lo 
prevent erosion. 
Bandanna says it will take at least eight 
years lo mine Oen·Lo Park, by which lime it 
hopes to be able to prove to surrounding 
landholders tllrough field days and 

ABOUT BANDANNA'S PLAN 

Professor 
1 Slllvun Rai111, 

left, an~f David 
Hamllto" aro 
loading the 
soli resmch 

~--l project. 

information sessions that tile impatts to 
agricultural production are minimal. 
Despite this, landholders are troubled by 
the factthatlf the project gets the green 
light from thB State Govornmont, thB 
company will have been granted tlte right 
to mine over the full proposed area, 
including privately owned farmland, before 
it can begin its quest to prove coexistence 
is possible on the Bandanna-owned 
country. It is not commercially viable for 
Bandanna to mine only rts presenttv owned 
land and it will need to expand into its 
entire proposed mining area over the 
planned 40-year production life. 
• Natural Resources and Mines Minister 
Andrew Cripps has assured landholders 
there would be a ' fair and transparent' 
process whilo the government considered 
·the EIS for the project. He said he believed it 
was in the best interests of all stakeholders 
that meaningful engagement look place 
between all parties to keep the issue away 
·from the "inefficient' processes oflhe land 
court "The landholders have a lot of 
concerns about this projcct.And I can 

understand them. Bul l feel the landholders 
must engage in meaningful communication 
with the project proponents (Bandanna), 
who also have cerlain rights associate(] 
with their exploration permits," he 
said. 
··u landholders are not communicating 
with the project proponents, how is the 
company going to be abte to Identify I hose 
issues they need to work on or more 
clearly emphasise to be able to address 
the concerns of the landowners? 1 will 
give tile landholders every opportunity to 
seek advice and consultation witln my 
department lo parallel with the EIS 
process. which I am certain the 
landholders will engage with fullv." 
These are difficult decisions for Mr Cripps 
and Environment Minister Andrew Powell 
as they dig through detailS of the project to 
determine an acceptable risk, because 
while the state needs mining revenue, U1e 
government also needs to cnsuro tho 
legacy of mulli·generalional fami ly farms. 
Supplr.mentary inf01matlon ffiOY ROIAVNG 
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Major projects face 
delays in approvals 
By TROY ROWLING 

IN u move whil: h could pn)\'c u 
:..cthat.:k to CXJ)Ct.'tcd invcst1nctH 
~1nd construction timcfrn•nc1> for 
l WO comrovcrsi:~l rcsour.:c sc.:1or 
fl i'C>fllhuls. Deputy l'rcmicr Jeff 
Sccncv h~L'i guam1uccd there wil l 
he no !;ovcr~mcnt approval dcci­
~inn fnr Handannn Energy's 
Sprint.:surc C'r!.!ck Prujct:t l lCar 
tmerald and An·ow tne,·gy's 
Surm Gas l)rojcrt wc~t of Too­
woomha. until after the stntutory 
•·cgionaiJllan!- lSKPs) arc released 
.:H the cndofthc year. 

Mr Sccncy Snid he expected 
thi:.. would 1UC:1n ndCd'iicm on the 
futUI'C of the mul ti-hill ion dollar 
projcrts would not he until20 14. 

'fhc news ~..·ou ld prove :1 sct­
hnck 10 the resource cnmrmnicl'>. 
which wc•·c hotl• ~ccking govcrn­
•nent approvr.J~ this year to hcgin 

' 

Working through 
the detail has 

been more 
complex than I ' 

expected. 

DRAFTS of 11\e regional plans for 11\e 
DMing Downs and Central 
Highlands are expecled 10 be oul for 
consullallon In July. 
Mr Seeney (piclured) 
said while lhe dra«s 
would provide clarlly lo 
impacled slake holders 
on 11\e direction 11\e 
leglslalion was 
headlng.lle relleraled 
11\ere would be no major 
governmenl decisions on major 

l!nnstru..:ticlll cnrly next year. 
With both tompanics now 

going through the EIS <..·onsulta­
t ion pro~..·css. thcrc ha'i hccn some 
..:nn fu:-.ion nmon1! landholder 
group~ in •·c.:cnt""' week~ us w 
whether the proj ects could ~till he 
t:ivcn npproval hy the govern· 
mcnt hcfurc the ~ R P framl!wm·k 
.:amc into pl:lt:c. 

Whi le holding bnc~ rroj ec1 
3pfl l'OV:l)UI11i) nllcr tliC I'C)Cl)'\C Of 

the l'n uHI.!wurk hud hccn u prc­
clc..:tioncommitlncnt. rvlrSccncy 
-;aid lhc,·c had been delays in the 
SRP fonnulation. which would 
mean a fiiHII guvcnuncnt (h,:d ­
sion on these ,·csou•·cc projects 
would hnvc to he mMlc next ycM. 

"Worh iu~ 1hmugh I he detail 
tuh hccn u1orc ..:omplcx th~ln l 
expected." he said. 

DRAFT PLAN 
resource projects lhal would 
pre-empl lhe release of lhe final 
slalutory regiooal plans. 
He said 11\e final relallonshlp 
bclween lhe SRP framewofk and llle 
former Bligh government's slralegic 
cropjling land legislation is yet to be 
dclormincd. 
Mr Seeney claimed In opposlllon 
11\al willie lhe straleglc cropping 
legislation was a "step in lhe fig hi 

Large '-'ommunity nnd indus­
try c.:ommiuccs :1rc meeting regu­
larly to work tlwough chc t:om­
plknted t:hk of resolving t:On· 
fl icti np lnnd Ul\C dcmnnd, hct· 
ween the at;l'iculturc nnd 
rcs:oun.:cs sct·tors hy allocming 
primary lnnd usc :H..'COSS the 
l'c:gion:-o. a sy~tcm ~mnpmuhlc to 
what b already <.'arricd out by 
loc.:~1l c.:cmndls. 

Inn ,tmcmenl to Qm'l'''·''""'' 
( 'rmntJ:\' I .Ui?. a H:md:uma hncrgy 
spokc:-:.man said the comp:llly h~d 
not hccn 1nade nwnrc of any ndd i· 
tiona I upprovuls whkh may he 
I'Cqu inx l for i ts Sp1·ing:·HII'C Cn .. -ck 
Prujct·[. ·'Bandann;_) has already 
<.'hanged the design of the 
Spl'ing:-.u1'C \l·cck prujcct 10 llll."'el 
the goa I of the LNP polky lo pro· 
teet strategit: ~:ropping land." the. 

direction' lis relevancy In resolving 
coexiStence confiiCIS was hampered 
because il focussed entirety on soil 
crllerla. 
The slraleglc cropping land acl 
legislation was widely criticised by 
nJral stakeholder groups which 
claimed 11\e scope of 11\e laws were 
loo naJTowly focussed and should 
have been expanded 10 prolecl 
grazing properties and farmland 
impacllld by coal seam gas 
extraction. -story: TROY ROWUI/G. 

l'opokc.;lnWl snid. 
"We sec nu rca~on Lo delay the 

approval of one of the few l.'oal 
projects !'\till pmcccding. in the 
pn>~.'C's sn~rif1c.:i 11g mudl· netx lcd 
invcl\tmcnt and johs. We know 
people expect well-managed 
l'nexistcn.:c NO they c ul have hoth 
lo~al ug1'kultu1'C HIUJ tJlcjc)lh Wld 
c..:ono1ni~..· opportunity pn >jCL'LS 
like this provide. 

·'We have sought 10 '\Ct a new 
hcndunark in rc~ponsc w the 
I.NI, policy setti ngs :1nd there has 
hcen no suggestion to us of a ny 
dclnys in the ti rncfmmc or t he l'ig­
OI'OUl'o ~I J)f)I'HV:Ih; pi'Oi.:CSS lh:H 
applies to ~111 p1·oje~b ... A now 
Energy was un11hlc to ,·cspond 
:1ftcr ..:CHilltlCI It W(IS ,ought. 
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