
  ERA                    

Name of Site/Operator

Type of Activity

Climate

Signed:

Completed By: Date:

Confirmed By: Date:

Site Suitability Adverse effect Justification

The activity causes environmental 

harm to areas of high conservation 

and/or special significance.

Mapping has revealed that there is a small area of vegetation classified as; 'remnant vegetation 

containing of concern ecosystem'. Due to the nature of the activity and the fact that all potentially 

hazardous materials will be contained within sheds on site, it is not likely that the activity will have an 

adverse effect on areas of high conservation value and special significance.

The activity causes environmental 

harm or nuisance beyond the site.

The activity causes environmental 

harm to areas of high conservation 

and/or special significance.

Mapping has revealed that there is a small area of vegetation classified as; 'remnant vegetation 

containing of concern ecosystem'. Due to the nature of the activity and the fact that all potentially 

hazardous materials will be contained within sheds on site, it is not likely that the activity will have an 

adverse effect.

Contaminant emissions have an 

irreversible and/or widespread impact 

on adjacent areas.

The applicant has acknowledged that the activity has the potential to impact on adjacent land holders 

through noise, odour and dust. To manage this, all sheds and facilities on site will be build and operated 

to current best practise standards. All fans will vent to the West (opposite side to sensitive receptors) 

and vegetative buffers will be constructed around the sheds. Odour modelling shows that design has 

ensured that no receptors are within the 2.5 odour unit model.

Location on Site Adverse effect Justification

Environmental values are at risk due 

to location of the site.

Have all reasonable and 

practical measures been 

taken to minimise the 

adverse effect?

YES

NO

YES

YES

N/A

Environmental Objectives and Performance Outcomes - Land Use Assessment (DA)

The choice of the site, at 

which the activity is to be 

carried out,

minimises serious 

environmental harm on 

areas of high conservation

value and special 

significance and sensitive 

land uses at adjacent

places.

South Toolburra Poultry

2(b) critical design requirements will prevent emissions having 

an irreversible or widespread impact on adjacent areas.

Have all reasonable and 

practical measures been 

taken to minimise the 

adverse effect?

Performance Outcome 

1 The location for the activity means there will be no adverse 

effect on any environmental values.

Performance Outcome 

1(a) areas of high conservation value and special significance 

likely to be affected by the proposal are identified and 

evaluated and any adverse effects on the areas are minimised, 

including any edge effects on the areas;

1(b) the activity does not have an adverse effect beyond the 

site.

2(a) areas of high conservation value and special significance 

likely to be affected by the proposal are identified and 

evaluated and any adverse effects on the areas are minimised, 

including any edge effects on the areas;

NOTE: a release of a contaminant into the environment, includes—
(a)  to deposit, discharge, emit or disturb the contaminant; and
(b)  to cause or allow the contaminant to be deposited, discharged, emitted or 
disturbed; and
(c)  to fail to prevent the contaminant from being deposited, discharged, emitted or 
disturbed; and
(d)  to allow the contaminant to escape; and
(e)  to fail to prevent the contaminant from escaping.

Environmental value is—
(a) a quality or physical characteristic of the environment
that is conducive to ecological health or public amenity
or safety; or
(b) another quality of the environment identified and
declared to be an environmental value under an
environmental protection policy or regulation.

RTI D
L R

ELE
ASE - D

AF

14-053 DL Documents Page 1 of 39



The activity or components of the 

activity hinders the use of the 

surrounding land and/or the effective 

management of it’s environmental 

impacts.

Construction of flooring and management of waste disposal and

carcass composting, water usage and storage of contaminants have been planned to

prevent, minimise, and manage (in this order) the potential for such impacts. There will be

no egress of water from the proposed sheds. Any water used within the sheds shall not be

permitted to leave the shed and join the stormwater system. The applicant has commited to ensuring that 

litter moisture is kept at an optimum level to ensure dust emmisions will not have an adverse impact. As 

previously mentioned odour modelling has shown that sheds will be opperated and positioned to 

effectively manage odour.

Leaching of, and contamination from 

environmentally hazardous material 

during flood events.

Site not located in a floodplain. All nvironmentally hazardous materials are enclosd within sheds

Critical Design Requirements Adverse effect Justification

Hazardous contaminants stored, 

produced, treated or released on site 

cause environmental harm.

The majority of the waste associated with the operation is through manure produced by the

meat chickens. This is removed from the sheds via a front-end loader and transported

offsite in appropriately covered trucks. Dead birds will be collected daily from the sheds and composted 

at the carcass composting area. The composting area is to be set up on an impermeable pad 

(compacted clay).

Release of contaminants to the 

envrionment due to inadequate,  or 

lack of effective means of secondary 

containment.

Release of contaminants to the 

envrionment due to non-compliance of 

regulated structures.  

Design failures allow for hazardous 

contaminants to escape from site 

during a flood event.

Failure to meet design requirements 

causes increased liklihood of release 

of contaminants.

Design of facility allows for  production 

and release of hazardous 

contaminants.

N/A

N/A

YES

N/A

N/A

N/A

Have all reasonable and 

practical measures been 

taken to minimise the 

adverse effect?

YES

YES

The location for the 

activity on a site protects 

all environmental values

relevant to adjacent 

sensitive uses.

2(a) all storage provided for hazardous contaminants includes 

secondary containment to prevent or minimise releases to the 

environment from spillage or leaks;

2(c) provide containers for the storage of hazardous 

contaminants that are secured to prevent the removal of the 

containers from the site by a flood event;

The design of the facility 

permits the operation of 

the site, at which the 

activity is to be carried out, 

in accordance with best 

practice

2(b) regulated structures comply with the ‘Manual for 

Assessing Hazard Categories and Hydraulic Performance of 

Dams’ published by the department;

1. The activity does not involve the storage, production, 

treatment or release of hazardous contaminants, or involve a 

regulated structure.

2(e) if the production of hazardous contaminants and waste is 

not prevented or minimised under paragraph (d)—the design of 

the facility contains and treats hazardous contaminants rather 

than releasing them.

Performance Outcome 

2(d) the design of the facility prevents or minimises the 

production of hazardous contaminants and waste;

2(a) the activity, and components of the activity, are carried out 

on the site in a way that prevents or minimises adverse effects 

on the use of surrounding land and allows for effective 

management of the environmental impacts of the activity;

2(b) areas used for storing environmentally hazardous 

materials in bulk are located taking into consideration the 

likelihood of flooding.
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  ERA                    

Name of Site/Operator 4 - Poultry Farming

Type of Activity

Climate

Signed:

Completed By: Date:

Confirmed By: Date:

 AIR Adverse effect Justification

Discharge of contaminants to air as a result of 

the operation of the activity.

The use of tunnel-ventilated sheds to maintain optimum moisture content of the litter. The use of tunnel-ventilated sheds with fans 

discharging away from the nearest neighbouring residences. Variable control of ventilation rates on the sheds to maintain optimum 

temperature and humidity. Installation, inspection and maintenance of drinking watering systems that minimise spillage. Insulation of shed 

roofs to minimise condensation. Create a bed of litter to a minimum depth of 45 mm prior to bird placement. Adding additional litter or 

replacing litter that becomes wet during the growing cycle with dry litter material. Dead poultry are collected daily from the sheds and moved 

directly to the composting area. Birds are covered with at least 300 mm of co-composting material to ensure no odour is generated. 

Compost piles are either turned or moved during the process to introduce new oxygen and avoid odour generation.

Spent litter removed from the property in appropriately covered vehicles following shed cleanout unless required to be temporarily stored on-

farm as a contingency. Ensure carcasses are covered with sufficient co-composting material. Ensure carcasses are composted fresh 

(daily), otherwise carcasses to be kept in onsite cold room until composting can be undertaken. Maximum vehicle speeds limited on farm to 

30 km/h and internal roads will be watered in dry conditions. Due to these factors and management strategies, the risk of fugitive emissions 

to air is considered low.

The applicant has stated that the site will implement the following contingency measures: Investigate the use of litter additives should such 

product/s become available that are shown to be both cost effective and are able to reduce odour generation. Provide adequate notice to 

neighbours by letter box drop of any proposed unusual circumstance regarding the farm. Adjust or replace faulty equipment. Adjust shed 

ventilation as deemed nessicary to control litter moisture. Modification of site drainage to stop any ingress of water. Liaise with providers of 

poultry and diets to reduce incidence of wet manure. Removal and replacement of wet litter with dry litter material during the batch. 

Incorporate a dust and odour barrier where required (tree and vegetation) between the exhaust and outlets and a landscape buffer to the 

end of the sheds. Remove mortalities daily to on-site cold-room and remove off-site by an approved contractor. Reduce the time between 

the removal of dead poultry from the farm. Modify the covering over the spent litter in truck or change the vehicle type removing the spent 

litter. An external sprinkler system will be installed if dust becomes an issue. 

Alternative bedding will also be investigated. Speed limits to internal unsealed roads will be reduced. Addition of 1L of water per 3 

carcasses to compost to minimise dust emissions from compost pile.

Air contaminants released to the atmosphere 

are not dispersed.

The applicant has propsed the following manage environmental impacts: Conduct odour observations. Construction and maintenance of 

vegetative screens where required to minimise dust impact on nearby residences. Maintain a complaints register and respond to 

complaints appropriately. Visual dust assessments will be undertaken by the site manager each batch a few days before the first thin-out or 

more regularly during partoicularly dry peroiods or following a complaint.

WATER Adverse effect Justification

Discharge of contaminants to waters as a result 

of the operation of the activity.

Release of contaminants due to inadequate,  or 

lack of effective means of secondary 

containment.

All stormwater runoff from the poultry sheds on Pad 1 is directed to the existing

stormwater retention dam.  Floor of sheds raised above natural surface to prevent the ingress of water. The base of the sheds will be 

constructed of compacted clay with concrete rat walls to prevent the ingress of water. Land sloped away from the sheds to prevent the 

ingress of stormwater. All stormwater runoff from the carcass composting area is kept within a controlled

drainage area and is directed to a designated stormwater retention dam.

Contaminant discharged to waters due to 

inadequate, or lack of contingency measures in 

place.

Following heavy rain – stormwater retention dam will be checked for overtopping. There should be no overtopping events from the 

stormwater retention dams, as stormwater will be irrigated on a regular basis onto surrounding grassed areas and/or vegetative buffers. 

Pad 3 Following heavy rain – vegetative filter strip should be checked for erosion.

Untreated contaminated stormwater is released 

off-site.  

All stormwater runoff from the poultry sheds on Pad 3 is directed though a vegetative filter strip to remove any suspended solids and other 

pollutants. 

Release of sulphuric acid into waters due to 

disturbance of acid sulfate soils.

Release of sulphuric acid into waters due to 

disturbance of acid producing rock.

Existing flow regimes for waters are altered due 

to direct discharge of waste water.

(2d) the disturbance of any acid sulfate soil, or potential acid sulfate 

soil, will be managed to prevent or minimise adverse effects on 

environmental values;

ERA 4 (2) - farming more than 200 000 birds

Performance Outcome 

Matthew Norton

1. There is no actual or potential discharge to waters of 

contaminants that may cause an adverse effect on an environmental 

value from the operation of the activity.

(2e) acid producing rock will be managed to ensure that the

production and release of acidic waste is prevented or minimised, 

including impacts during operation and after the environmental 

authority has been surrendered;

(2a) the storage and handling of contaminants will include effective 

means of secondary containment to prevent or minimise releases to 

the environment from spillage or leaks;

(2b) contingency measures will prevent or minimise adverse effects 

on the environment due to unplanned releases or discharges of 

contaminants to water;

(2c) the activity will be managed so that stormwater contaminated by 

the activity that may cause an adverse effect on an environmental 

value will not leave the site without prior treatment;

YES

Have all reasonable and 

practical measures been taken 

to minimise the adverse effect?

Performance Outcome 

1. There is no discharge to air of contaminants that may cause an 

adverse effect on the environment from the operation of the activity.

Have all reasonable and 

practical measures been taken 

to minimise the adverse effect?

NO 

(2b) contingency measures will prevent or minimise adverse effects 

on the environment from unplanned emissions and shut down and 

start up emissions of contaminants to air;

Contaminant emissions to air due to 

inadequate, or lack of contingency measures in 

place.

(2c) releases of contaminants to the atmosphere for dispersion will 

be managed to prevent or minimise adverse effects on 

environmental values.

Environmental objectives and performance outcomes - Operational assessment (EA)

The activity will be 

operated in a way that 

protects environmental 

values of waters.

(2f) any discharge to water or a watercourse or wetland will be

managed so that there will be no adverse effects due to the

altering of existing flow regimes for water or a watercourse or

wetland;

The activity will be 

operated in a way that 

protects the environmental

values of air.

South Toolburra Pty Ltd

Dan Savill

YES

N/A

N/A

N/A

(2a) fugitive emissions of contaminants from storage, handling and 

processing of materials and transporting materials within the site are 

prevented or minimised;

Material management contributes fugitive 

emissions.
YES

YES

NO 

YES

YES

NOTE: a releaseof a contaminant into the environment, includes—
(a)  to deposit, discharge, emit or disturb the contaminant; and
(b)  to cause or allow the contaminant to be deposited, discharged, emitted or 
disturbed; and
(c)  to fail to prevent the contaminant from being deposited, discharged, emitted or 
disturbed; and
(d)  to allow the contaminant to escape; and
(e)  to fail to prevent the contaminant from escaping.

Environmental value is—
(a) a quality or physical characteristic of the environment
that is conducive to ecological health or public amenity
or safety; or
(b) another quality of the environment identified and
declared to be an environmental value under an
environmental protection policy or regulation.
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Waters are contaminated as a result of the 

operation of the activity.

Minimal water usage during shed cleaning to maximise adsorption and evaporation while

minimising runoff. Upstream water is diverted around the controlled drainage area by banks/bunds. Compost piles are peaked so that 

rainfall will shed from the pile. Spent litter stockpiled inside sheds before removal. Spent litter only stored outside the sheds in 

emergencies, where it will be stored adjacent to the sheds, on a compacted surface, bunded and covered. The bunding of chemical and 

fuel storage areas will be impervious to prevent releases to the environment. Check the weather and do not irrigate when > 20 mm rain is 

predicted in a 48 hour period. Only apply irrigations when the soil is sufficiently dry to absorb the water. Monitor the soil during irrigation to 

ensure that surface pooling and runoff does not occur. Check the irrigator every two to three hours to ensure it is working correctly.

WETLANDS Adverse effect Justification

There are wetlands that are at risk due to the 

operation of the activity.

There are no referable wetland ecosystems identified in the proposed development area or the subject property

Wetlands are contaminated due to the 

operation of the activity.

GROUNDWATER Adverse effect Justification

Contaminants are released to groundwaters. 

Groundwaters are contaminated due to the 

direct or indirect release of contaminants.

Groundwaters or associated surface ecological 

systems are contaminated due to management 

practices.

Shed bases will be constructed with compacted clay or concrete to maximise

their impermeability to water. Sheds will be constructed with concrete rat walls and a block wall on the base of the sheds to prevent the 

ingress of water. Drinkers and water reticulation system checked daily to avoid shed floors being wet. Dead poultry are composted in a 

designated composting area on an impermeable base within a controlled drainage area. The stormwater retention dam for Pad 1was 

constructed to minimise leaching of nutrients. The stormwater retention dam for the carcass composting area will be constructed to 

minimise leaching of nutrients. Both stormwater retention dam will be checked after > 20 mm rain has been received in less than a 48 hour 

period. The bunding of chemical and fuel storage areas will be impervious to prevent releases to the environment. If gorunwater 

contamination becomes an issue, carcasses will be composted in covered bins / bays and they will change management practices for dead 

poultry – alternatively store in an on-site coldroom and remove off-site by an approved contractor.

NOISE Adverse effect Justification

Sound from the activity is audible at a sensitive 

receptor.

Unreasonable noise is detected at a sensitive 

receptor.

The applicant has stated that if the activity is not well managed it does have the potential to cause a noise nuisance. To ensure that noise 

does not cause nuisacne at a sensitive receptor the following has been proposed: Contractors will be informed of noise nuisance concerns 

and requested to limit noise generation, regular noise internal monitoring will be conducted and all noise generating equipment onsite will 

be well maintained. 

WASTE Adverse effect Justification

Waste from the activity is disposed of; or  

Waste is not managed in accordance with the 

waste and resource management hierarchy.

Waste disposed of causes environmental harm.
Spent litter stockpiled inside sheds before removal. All spent litter will be loaded directly onto trucks before removal off-site. Spent litter only 

stored outside the sheds in emergencies, where it will be stored adjacent to the sheds, on a compacted surface, bunded and covered.

LAND Adverse effect Justification

The land is disturbed and or contaminated due 

to carrying out the activity.

Management practices that lead to disturbance 

of the land, soils, subsoils, landforms and 

associated flora and fauna result in the 

environmental values of land being 

contaminated.

Disturbed areas cannot be or are not 

rehabilitated or restored to achieve the 

performance outcome.

The land is contaminated due to unplanned 

releases or discharges.

The composition and structure of the soils and 

subsoils are degraded as a result of applying 

water or waste to the land.

Stormwater collected from Pad 1 in the existing stormwater retention dam will be irrigated grassed areas surrounding the pads and any 

vegetative buffers. Stormwater collected from the carcass composting area will be irrigated onto grassed areas within the carcass 

composting controlled drainage area. Check the weather and do not irrigate when > 20 mm rain is predicted in a 48 hour period. Only apply 

irrigations when the soil is sufficiently dry to absorb the water.

Performance Outcome 

(1b) there will be no actual or potential adverse effect on 

groundwater from the operation of the activity.

YES

1. Sound from the activity is not audible at a sensitive receptor.

2. The release of sound to the environment from the activity is 

managed so that adverse effects on environmental values including 

health and wellbeing and sensitive ecosystems are prevented or 

minimised.

Performance Outcome 

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

The activity is operated in a 

way that protects the 

environmental

values of land including 

soils, subsoils, landforms 

and associated flora

and fauna.

Performance Outcome 

1 There is no actual or potential disturbance or adverse effect to the 

environmental values of land as part of carrying out the activity.

(2a) activities that disturb land, soils, subsoils, landforms and

associated flora and fauna will be managed in a way that prevents or 

minimises adverse effects on the environmental values of land;

(2b) areas disturbed will be rehabilitated or restored to achieve sites 

that are:

             (i) safe to humans and wildlife; and

             (ii) non-polluting; and

             (iii) stable; and

             (iv) able to sustain an appropriate land use after 

rehabilitation or restoration;

(1b) if waste is disposed of, it is disposed of in a way that prevents 

or minimises adverse effects on environmental values.

(2c) the activity will be managed to prevent or minimise adverse 

effects on the environmental values of land due to unplanned 

releases or discharges, including spills and leaks of contaminants;

(2d) the application of water or waste to the land is sustainable and 

is managed to prevent or minimise adverse effects on the

composition or structure of soils and subsoils.

1. There will be no potential or actual adverse effect on a wetland as 

part of carrying out the activity.

2. The activity will be managed in a way that prevents or minimises 

adverse effects on wetlands.

Performance Outcome 

(2h) the activity will be managed so that adverse effects on

environmental values are prevented or minimised.

Any waste generated, 

transported, or received as 

part of carrying out

the activity is managed in a 

way that protects all 

environmental values.

(1a) waste generated, transported or received is managed in

accordance with the waste and resource management hierarchy in 

the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011;

Performance Outcome 

(1a) there will be no direct or indirect release of contaminants to 

2. The activity will be managed to prevent or minimise adverse 

effects on groundwater or any associated surface ecological 

systems.

Note - Some activities involving direct releases to groundwater are 

prohibited under section 56 of this regulation.

The activity will be 

operated in a way that 

protects the environmental

values of wetlands.

The activity will be 

operated in a way that 

protects the environmental

values of the acoustic 

environment.

The activity will be 

operated in a way that 

protects the environmental

values of groundwater and 

any associated surface 

ecological systems.

Have all reasonable and 

practical measures been taken 

to minimise the adverse effect?

Have all reasonable and 

practical measures been taken 

to minimise the adverse effect?

Have all reasonable and 

practical measures been taken 

to minimise the adverse effect?

NO 

YES

NO 

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

N/A

NO 

Have all reasonable and 

practical measures been taken 

to minimise the adverse effect?

Have all reasonable and 

practical measures been taken 

to minimise the adverse effect?
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SARA technical agency assessment response 

Technical agency (TA)— DAFF 

 

DSDIP reference: SDA-0214-008126 

DSDIP Role referral agency 

DSDIP regional office: SARA Darling Downs South West  

DSDIP email: ToowoombaSARA@dsdip.qld.gov.au 

[NB. All responses are to be returned to this email address] 

TA reference: QHSD0141 

TA contact name: Mitchell Furness 

TA contact details: 4688 1374 

TA approver: Mitchell Furness 

 

1.0 Application details 

Street address: 3497 Leyburn Cunningham - Cunningham, Southern Downs Regional - QLD; 

Real property description: 1/SP106506; 1/SP106507; 2/SP106505, 2/SP232584, A/CPAP19854, 
A/CPAP19856 

Local government area: Southern Downs Regional; Southern Downs Regional; Southern Downs 
Regional 

Applicant name: South Toolburra Pty Ltd 

Applicant contact details:  

 

 

2.0 Aspects of development and type of approval being sought 

Development approval for a material change of use for an environmentally relevant activity (ERA) No. 

4 — Poultry farming (2) farming more than 200000 birds. 

3.0 Matters of interest to the state 

The development application has the following matters of interest to the state under the following 

provisions of the Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009
1
: 

 

Schedule 7 Referral agencies and their jurisdictions — matters of interest specific to technical 
agency 

 

Trigger 
ID 

Description Technical 
Agency 

7.2.1 A material change of use for an environmentally relevant activity made 
assessable under schedule 3, part 1, table 2, item 1 

EHP 

7.3.2 An aspect of development identified in schedule 9 that -  (a) is for a purpose TMR 
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mentioned in schedule 9, column 1; and (b) meets or exceeds the threshold 
-  (i) for development in LGA population 1 - mentioned in schedule 9, column 
2 for the purpose; or (ii) for development in LGA population 2 - mentioned in 
schedule 9, column 3 for the purpose. However, if the development is for a 
combination of purposes mentioned in the same item of schedule 9, the 
threshold is for the combination of purposes and not for each purpose 
individually. 

7.3.10 Material change of use of a lot that is 5 ha or larger, if -  (a) for development 
for which a preliminary approval is sought under the Act, section 242, the lot 
contains native vegetation shown on the regulated vegetation management 
map as a category A area or category B area  (b) for other development that 
is not sole or community residence clearing -  (i) additional exempt 
operational work could be carried out because of the material change of use 
or the development involves operational work made assessable under 
schedule 3, part 1, table 4, item 1; and (ii) the additional exempt operational 
work or assessable operational work includes development other than the 
clearing of regulated regrowth vegetation on land the subject of a lease 
issued under the Land Act 1994 for agriculture or grazing purposes 

NRM 

 

1
 MyDAS does not collect data on assessable development aspects under Schedule 3—this is a matter 

confirmed by DSDIP during the validation process. 
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4.0 Assessment 

4.1 Considerations and assessment 

Concurrence environmentally relevant activities state code 

 

Table 4.1.2: All environmentally relevant activities  

 

Site Suitability PO1 

 

AO1.1 (P/S) Mapping has revealed that there is a small area of vegetation classified as; 

'remnant vegetation containing of concern ecosystem'. Due to the nature of the activity and 

the fact that all potentially hazardous materials will be contained within sheds on site, it is 

not likely that the activity will have an adverse effect on areas of high conservation value 

and special significance. 

 

AO1.2 (Achieved) Mapping has revealed that there is a small area of vegetation 
classified as; 'remnant vegetation containing of concern ecosystem'. Due to the 
nature of the activity and the fact that all potentially hazardous materials will be 
contained within sheds on site, it is not likely that the activity will have an adverse 
effect. 

 

The applicant has acknowledged that the activity has the potential to impact on adjacent 

land holders through noise, odour and dust. To manage this, all sheds and facilities on site 

will be built and operated to current best practice standards. All fans will vent to the West 

(opposite side to sensitive receptors) and vegetative buffers will be constructed around the 

sheds. Odour modelling shows that design has ensured that no receptors are within the 2.5 

odour unit model. 

 

Location of activity on the site PO2 

 

AO2.2 (Achieved) Construction of flooring and management of waste disposal and 

carcass composting, water usage and storage of contaminants have been planned to 

prevent, minimise, and manage (in this order) the potential for such impacts. There 
will be no egress of water from the proposed sheds. Any water used within the sheds 
shall not be permitted to leave the shed and join the stormwater system. The 
applicant has committed to ensuring that litter moisture is kept at an optimum level to 
ensure dust emissions will not have an adverse impact. As previously mentioned 
odour modelling has shown that sheds will be operated and positioned to effectively 
manage odour. 

 

Site not located in a floodplain. All environmentally hazardous materials are enclosed within 

sheds 

 

PO3 (Achieved)  

 

There is a state biodiversity significance area which is located on one of the lot plans, 

however unlikely to be impacted by the the proposed activity. All wastes are bunded and 

protected from run off. Shed wastes are contained and prevented from moving into state 
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areas. Areas of regional significance and wetlands are unlikely to be impacted. 

 

Critical design requirements PO4 

 

AO4.1 (Achieved) The majority of the waste associated with the operation is through 
manure produced by the meat chickens. This is removed from the sheds via a front-
end loader and transported offsite in appropriately covered trucks. Dead birds will be 
collected daily from the sheds and composted at the carcass composting area. The 
composting area is to be set up on an impermeable pad (compacted clay). 

 

Table 4.1.4: Intensive animal industries 

 

Surface water PO1 (Achieved) 
 
There are no referable wetland ecosystems identified in the proposed development area or 
the subject property 

 

All stormwater runoff from the poultry sheds on Pad 1 is directed to the existing 
stormwater retention dam.  Floor of sheds raised above natural surface to prevent the ingress 
of water. The base of the sheds will be constructed of compacted clay with concrete rat walls 
to prevent the ingress of water. Land sloped away from the sheds to prevent the ingress of 
stormwater. All stormwater runoff from the carcass composting area is kept within a controlled 
drainage area and is directed to a designated stormwater retention dam. 

 

Following heavy rain – stormwater retention dam will be checked for overtopping. There 
should be no overtopping events from the stormwater retention dams, as stormwater will be 
irrigated on a regular basis onto surrounding grassed areas and/or vegetative buffers. Pad 3 
Following heavy rain – vegetative filter strip should be checked for erosion. 

 

All stormwater runoff from the poultry sheds on Pad 3 is directed though a vegetative filter 
strip to remove any suspended solids and other pollutants.  

 

Minimal water usage during shed cleaning to maximise adsorption and evaporation while 
minimising runoff. Upstream water is diverted around the controlled drainage area by 
banks/bunds. Compost piles are peaked so that rainfall will shed from the pile. Spent litter 
stockpiled inside sheds before removal. Spent litter only stored outside the sheds in 
emergencies, where it will be stored adjacent to the sheds, on a compacted surface, bunded 
and covered. The bunding of chemical and fuel storage areas will be impervious to prevent 
releases to the environment. Check the weather and do not irrigate when > 20 mm rain is 
predicted in a 48 hour period. Only apply irrigations when the soil is sufficiently dry to absorb 
the water. Monitor the soil during irrigation to ensure that surface pooling and runoff does not 
occur. Check the irrigator every two to three hours to ensure it is working correctly. 
 
Groundwater PO2 (Achieved) 
 
Shed bases will be constructed with compacted clay or concrete to maximise 
their impermeability to water. Sheds will be constructed with concrete rat walls and a block 
wall on the base of the sheds to prevent the ingress of water. Drinkers and water reticulation 
system checked daily to avoid shed floors being wet. Dead poultry are composted in a 
designated composting area on an impermeable base within a controlled drainage area. The 
stormwater retention dam for Pad 1was constructed to minimise leaching of nutrients. The 
stormwater retention dam for the carcass composting area will be constructed to minimise 
leaching of nutrients. Both stormwater retention dam will be checked after > 20 mm rain has 
been received in less than a 48 hour period. The bunding of chemical and fuel storage areas 
will be impervious to prevent releases to the environment. If groundwater contamination 
becomes an issue, carcasses will be composted in covered bins / bays and they will change 
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management practices for dead poultry – alternatively store in an on-site cold room and 
remove off-site by an approved contractor. 
 
Amenity PO3 (Achieved) 
 
The use of tunnel-ventilated sheds to maintain optimum moisture content of the litter. The use 
of tunnel-ventilated sheds with fans discharging away from the nearest neighbouring 
residences. Variable control of ventilation rates on the sheds to maintain optimum 
temperature and humidity. Installation, inspection and maintenance of drinking watering 
systems that minimise spillage. Insulation of shed roofs to minimise condensation. Create a 
bed of litter to a minimum depth of 45 mm prior to bird placement. Adding additional litter or 
replacing litter that becomes wet during the growing cycle with dry litter material. Dead poultry 
are collected daily from the sheds and moved directly to the composting area. Birds are 
covered with at least 300 mm of co-composting material to ensure no odour is generated. 
Compost piles are either turned or moved during the process to introduce new oxygen and 
avoid odour generation. 
 
Spent litter removed from the property in appropriately covered vehicles following shed 
cleanout unless required to be temporarily stored on-farm as a contingency. Ensure 
carcasses are covered with sufficient co-composting material. Ensure carcasses are 
composted fresh (daily), otherwise carcasses to be kept in onsite cold room until composting 
can be undertaken. Maximum vehicle speeds limited on farm to 30 km/h and internal roads 
will be watered in dry conditions. Due to these factors and management strategies, the risk of 
fugitive emissions to air is considered low. 
 
The applicant has stated that the site will implement the following contingency measures: 
Investigate the use of litter additives should such product/s become available that are shown 
to be both cost effective and are able to reduce odour generation. Provide adequate notice to 
neighbours by letter box drop of any proposed unusual circumstance regarding the farm. 
Adjust or replace faulty equipment. Adjust shed ventilation as deemed necessary to control 
litter moisture. Modification of site drainage to stop any ingress of water. Liaise with providers 
of poultry and diets to reduce incidence of wet manure. Removal and replacement of wet litter 
with dry litter material during the batch. Incorporate a dust and odour barrier where required 
(tree and vegetation) between the exhaust and outlets and a landscape buffer to the end of 
the sheds. Remove mortalities daily to on-site cold-room and remove off-site by an approved 
contractor. Reduce the time between the removal of dead poultry from the farm. Modify the 
covering over the spent litter in truck or change the vehicle type removing the spent litter. An 
external sprinkler system will be installed if dust becomes an issue.  
 
The applicant has proposed the following manage environmental impacts: Conduct odour 
observations. Construction and maintenance of vegetative screens where required to 
minimise dust impact on nearby residences. Maintain a complaints register and respond to 
complaints appropriately. Visual dust assessments will be undertaken by the site manager 
each batch a few days before the first thin-out or more regularly during particularly dry periods 
or following a complaint. 
 
The applicant has stated that if the activity is not well managed it does have the potential to 
cause a noise nuisance. To ensure that noise does not cause nuisance at a sensitive 
receptor the following has been proposed: Contractors will be informed of noise nuisance 
concerns and requested to limit noise generation, regular noise internal monitoring will be 
conducted and all noise generating equipment onsite will be well maintained.  
 
Native Flora and Fauna PO4 (Achieved) 
 
Sufficient buffers/contours/retention ponds proposed to prevent any runoff to ecological 
communities. No proposed destruction or impacts to areas of environmental significance. 
Wastes contained in a CDA preventing movement to sensitive ecological areas. 
 
Stormwater collected from Pad 1 in the existing stormwater retention dam will be irrigated 
grassed areas surrounding the pads and any vegetative buffers. Stormwater collected from 
the carcass composting area will be irrigated onto grassed areas within the carcass 

RTI D
L R

ELE
ASE - D

AF

14-053 DL Documents Page 13 of 39



 
 

SDA-0214-008126 

      

  Page 6

   

composting controlled drainage area. Check the weather and do not irrigate when > 20 mm 
rain is predicted in a 48 hour period. Only apply irrigations when the soil is sufficiently dry to 
absorb the water. 

 

5.0 Recommendations 

5.1 Technical agency advice for SARA as concurrence agency 

Our department: 

(a) recommends the concurrence agency has no requirements relating to the application 
(SPA section 287(2)(a)): 

 

(A) Findings on material questions of fact: 

• The development application is seeking approval for an ERA 4 (2) 
– Poultry farming, farming more than 200000 birds 

• The application proposes two (2) additional pads with 8 sheds 
containing 52000 birds on each pad  

• The site contains an area of mapped vegetation classified as 
“remnant vegetation containing of concern ecosystem” 

• The application proposes that carcasses are composted on site 

• The nearest sensitive receptors are within 2 km of the proposed 
pads 

(B) Evidence or other material on which the findings were based: 

• Development application SDA-0214-008126, Volume 1 - Planning 
Report & Volume 2 - Specialist Assessment Reports 

• Queensland Guidelines: Meat Chicken Farms 

• Environmental Protection Regulation 2008 

• Environmental Protection (Air) Policy 2008 

• Environmental Protection (Noise) Policy 2008 

• Environmental Protection (Waste Management) Regulation 2000 

• Environmental Protection (Water) Policy 2009 

• Google Globe, Ecomaps and Spinmap mapping tools  

 

 

5.2 Approved plans and specifications 

Plans and specifications relied upon for this response are referred to in the advice or 

conditions supplied earlier in this response.  

 

6.0 Endorsement 
 

Officer Benjamin Gilmour Environmental 
Scientist 
Environmental 
Regulation 

07 4688 1589 

Approver Mitchell Furness Manager 
Environmental 
Regulation 

07 4688 1374 
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4.1 Concurrence environmentally relevant activities state code 

Table 4.1.2: All environmentally relevant activities 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

Site suitability 

PO1 The choice of the site at which the 
activity is to be carried out minimises 
serious environmental harm on areas of 
high conservation value and special 
significance, and sensitive land uses at 
adjacent places. 

AO1.1 Both of the following apply: 
(1) areas of high conservation value and special 

significance likely to be affected by the activity are 
identified and evaluated, and any adverse effects on 
these areas are minimised, including any edge 
effects on the areas 

(2) the activity does not have an adverse effect beyond 
the site. 

OR 

P/S Mapping has revealed that there is a small area of 
vegetation classified as; 'remnant vegetation containing of 
concern ecosystem'. Due to the nature of the activity and 
the fact that all potentially hazardous materials will be 
contained within sheds on site, it is not likely that the activity 
will have an adverse effect on areas of high conservation 
value and special significance. 

AO1.2 Both of the following apply: 
(1) Areas of high conservation value and special 

significance likely to be affected by the proposal are 
identified and evaluated and any adverse effects on 
the areas are minimised, including any edge effects 
on the areas 

(2) Critical design requirements will prevent emissions 
having an irreversible or widespread impact on 
adjacent areas.  

 

Achieved Mapping has revealed that there is a small area of 
vegetation classified as; 'remnant vegetation containing of 
concern ecosystem'. Due to the nature of the activity and 
the fact that all potentially hazardous materials will be 
contained within sheds on site, it is not likely that the activity 
will have an adverse effect. 

 

The applicant has acknowledged that the activity has the 
potential to impact on adjacent land holders through noise, 
odour and dust. To manage this, all sheds and facilities on 
site will be build and operated to current best practise 
standards. All fans will vent to the West (opposite side to 
sensitive receptors) and vegetative buffers will be 
constructed around the sheds. Odour modelling shows that 
design has ensured that no receptors are within the 2.5 
odour unit model. 

Location of activity on the site 

PO2 The location for the activity on the 
site protects all environmental values 
relevant to adjacent sensitive land uses. 

AO2.1 The location of the activity means there will be no 
adverse effect on any environmental values. 

OR 

P/S  

AO2.2 Both of the following apply: 
(1) The activity and components of the activity are 

located on the site in a way that prevents or 
minimises adverse effects on the use of adjacent land 
and allows for effective management of the 

Achieved Construction of flooring and management of waste disposal 
and 

carcass composting, water usage and storage of 
contaminants have been planned to 

Response column key: 
� Achieved 
P/S Performance solution 
N/A Not applicable 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

environmental impacts of the activity. 

(2) Areas used for storing environmentally hazardous 
materials in bulk are located to take into 
consideration the likelihood of flooding. 

 

prevent, minimise, and manage (in this order) the potential 
for such impacts. There will be 

no egress of water from the proposed sheds. Any water 
used within the sheds shall not be 

permitted to leave the shed and join the stormwater system. 
The applicant has commited to ensuring that litter moisture 
is kept at an optimum level to ensure dust emmisions will 
not have an adverse impact. As previously mentioned odour 
modelling has shown that sheds will be opperated and 
positioned to effectively manage odour. 

 

Site not located in a floodplain. All nvironmentally hazardous 
materials are enclosd within sheds 

PO3 The activity avoids adverse impacts 
on matters of state environmental 
significance or, where this is not 
reasonably possible, impacts are 
minimised and, where this is not 
reasonably possible, residual impacts are 
offset. 

AO3.1 Matters of state environmental significance likely to 
be affected by the activity are identified and evaluated, 
and any adverse effects on the matters of state 
environmental significance are avoided or, where this 
cannot be reasonably achieved, impacts are minimised, 
and where this cannot be reasonably achieved, and any 
residual impacts are offset. 

Achieved There is a state biodiversity significance area which is 
located on one of the lot plans, however unlikely to be 
impacted by the the proposed activity. All wastes are 
bunded and protected from run off. Shed wastes are 
contained and prevented from moving into state areas. 
Areas of regional significance and wetlands are unlikely to 
be impacted.  

Critical design requirements 

PO4 The design of the facility at which 
the activity is to be carried out permits 
the activity to be carried out in 
accordance with best practice 
environmental management. 

AO4.1 The activity does not involve the storage, 
production, treatment or release of hazardous 
contaminants, or involve a regulated structure. 

OR 
 

Achieved 
 

The majority of the waste associated with the 
operation is through manure produced by the 

meat chickens. This is removed from the sheds via 
a front-end loader and transported 

offsite in appropriately covered trucks. Dead birds 
will be collected daily from the sheds and composted at the 
carcass composting area. The composting area is to be set 
up on an impermeable pad (compacted clay). 

AO4.2 Development ensures that:  
(1) All storage provided for hazardous contaminants 

includes secondary containment to prevent or 
minimise releases to the environment from spillage or 
leaks. 

(2) Regulated structures must comply with the Manual 
for assessing hazard categories and hydraulic 
performance of dams, Department of Environment 
and Heritage Protection, 2012. 

(3) Containers are provided for the storage of hazardous 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

contaminants and are secured to prevent the removal 
of the containers from the site by a flood event. 

(4) The design of the facility: 

(a) prevents or minimises the production of 
hazardous contaminants and waste, or 

(b) contains and treats hazardous contaminants, 
rather than releasing them. 

 
 

Table 4.1.3: Environmentally relevant activities in a wild river area 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

Concurrence ERAs (other than ERA 16 (extractive and screening activities)) 

Riparian and wildlife corridor functions and water quality 

PO1 Riparian areas and wildlife corridors 
along streams in a wild river high-
preservation area, or along nominated 
waterways in the wild river area, are 
preserved, and pollutants from the 
activity have a low probability of affecting 
water quality in adjacent waterways. 

AO1.1 The activity is set back from a nominated waterway 
in the wild river area in accordance with the minimum 
distance prescribed in Schedule 3 of the relevant wild 
river declaration, available from the Department of 
Environment and Heritage Protection website. 

OR 

  

AO1.2 If the activity is in a high-preservation area, the 
activity is set back from the outer bank of a stream in 
accordance with the minimum distance prescribed in 
Schedule 3 of the relevant wild river declaration, available 
from the Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection website. 

  

PO2 Contaminated wastewater and 
stormwater does not degrade the quality 
of any receiving waters (both 
watercourse and groundwater). 

Note: There will be no degradation of the 
quality of the receiving waters if water quality 
downstream of the activity is consistent with 
water quality upstream of the activity. 

AO2.1 Contaminated wastewater or stormwater is treated 
to the quality of the receiving waters prior to discharge. 

OR 

  

AO2.2 Contaminated wastewater or stormwater is 
retained or stored on site. 

  

Concurrence ERAs (other than ERA 16 (extractive and screening activities)) 

Geomorphic processes 

PO3 The activity will not result in the 
increased delivery of sediment to 
adjacent waterways. 

AO3.1 Activities are not located on slopes of a greater 
value than prescribed in Schedule 3 of the relevant wild 
river declaration, available from the Department of 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

Environment and Heritage Protection website. 

Concurrence ERA 63 (sewage treatment) and ERA 64 (water treatment) in a wild river high-preservation area 

Riparian and wildlife corridor functions and water quality 

PO4 Water quality in watercourses and 
lakes is not adversely affected. 

Note: Water quality will not be adversely 
affected if water quality immediately 
downstream of the activity is consistent with 
water quality immediately upstream of the 
activity. 

AO4.1 Wastewater is treated to the quality of the 
receiving waters prior to discharge. 
OR 

  

AO4.2 Water is reclaimed or re-used.   

Concurrence ERA 16 (extractive and screening activities)—other than riverine quarry extraction 

Riparian and wildlife corridor functions and water quality 

PO5 Riparian areas and wildlife corridors 
along streams in a wild river high-
preservation area, or along nominated 
waterways in the wild river area, are 
preserved. 

AO5.1 Provision must be made for fish passage during 
works during the carrying out of the activity. 

AND 

  

AO5.2 Clearing of riparian vegetation is limited to the 
minimum area required for the activity to be carried out. 

  

Concurrence ERA 16 (extractive and screening activities)—other than riverine quarry extraction 

Geomorphic processes 

PO6 Bed and bank stability is preserved. AO6.1 Excavation in the bed of a stream is limited to 
scour depth. 

AND 

  

AO6.2 Excavation in the bed of a stream is less than one-
third of the bed width. 

AND 

  

AO6.3 Clearing of in-stream vegetation is limited to the 
minimum area required for the activity to be carried out. 

AND 

  

AO6.4 The final stream profile does not direct flow into a 
bank. 

  

Concurrence ERA 16 (extractive and screening activities)—riverine quarry material extraction 

Geomorphic and hydrological processes 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

PO7 Extraction must occur from areas of 
active deposition including: 
(1) aggrading bars, or 

(2) sand slugs, or 

(3) benches and islands, or 

(4) sediment pockets in bedrock 
channels. 

 

No acceptable outcome is prescribed.   

PO8 Excavation must not occur below 
the current bed level of a watercourse or 
waters. 

No acceptable outcome is prescribed.   

PO9 Bed and bank stability is preserved 
during the operation or the carrying out of 
the activity. 

AO9.1 Vehicle access tracks and crossings associated 
with the activity have scour protection on the bed 
immediately downstream of the crossing. 

AND 

  

AO9.2 Access ramps and tracks are kept to a minimum 
and constructed to minimise erosion and turbulence 
problems at times of high flow. 

AND 

  

AO9.3 Ramps cut into the bank for vehicle access are 
orientated downstream. 

AND 

  

AO9.4 Vehicle crossings are orientated perpendicular to 
the stream channel ±10°. 

AND 

  

AO9.5 Where vehicle crossings are required, these will be 
at stream-bed level; OR if it can be demonstrated that 
stream-bed level crossings are inappropriate, any culverts 
for vehicle crossing are aligned with the direction of 
natural stream flow, when that flow is of a depth equal to 
the culvert height. 

AND 

  

AO9.6 The activity includes measures to prevent 
stormwater erosion in drains and cuttings on the bank. 

AND 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

AO9.7 Stream-bed controls are located upstream and 
downstream of the site. 

AND 

  

AO9.8 Excavation in the stream-bed is less than one-third 
of the bed width. 

AND 

  

AO9.9 Clearing of in-stream vegetation is limited to the 
minimum area required for the activity to occur. 

  

PO10 Bed and bank stability is 
preserved. 

AO10.1 The stream is rehabilitated as near as possible to 
its natural state after the activity has been conducted. 

AND 

  

AO10.2 Exposed bank areas are prepared to facilitate 
natural regeneration of native plant species. 

AND 

  

AO10.3 Stream-bed and bank controls are retained 
upstream and downstream of the site of the activity. 

  

Concurrence ERA 16 (extractive and screening activities)—riverine quarry material extraction 

Riparian and wildlife corridor functions 

PO11 Riparian areas and wildlife 
corridors along watercourses are 
preserved. 

AO11.1 Provision is made for fish passage during the 
carrying out of the activity. 

AND 

  

AO11.2 The width of the vegetation clearing in the 
riparian zone is limited to that required for the activity plus 
2 metres each side. 

AND 

  

AO11.3 Areas of riparian zone cleared of vegetation and 
not required for the final stage of the activity will be 
prepared to facilitate natural regeneration of native plant 
species. 

  

Concurrence ERA 1 (aquaculture) in a wild river preservation area  

PO12 Riparian and wildlife corridors 
along nominated waterways are 
preserved. 

AO12.1 The development is set back from a nominated 
waterway by at least the distance detailed in schedule 3 of 
the relevant wild river declaration available from the 
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

website. 

PO13 The development will not result in 
the increased delivery of sediment to 
adjacent waterways. 

AO13.1 The slope of the land on which the development 
occurs is less than the value detailed in schedule 3 of the 
relevant wild river declaration available from the 
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection 
website. 

  

PO14 Waste water and stormwater does 
not degrade the quality of any receiving 
waters. 

AO14.1 Measures are adopted to contain or prevent 
leakage from ponds or tanks and overflow from ponds or 
tanks due to rainfall or floodwaters. 

  

 

Table 4.1.4: Intensive animal industries 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

Surface water 

PO1 The structures containing and controlling 
run-off from the activity and waste re-use 
areas minimise adverse effects on surface 
waters external to the activity. 

Editor’s note: To meet the requirements of this 
performance outcome, it is recommended that 
the applicant develop a management system 
for the activity, detailing: 

(1) environmental hazards 
(2) risk assessment processes 
(3) an auditable, risk-based management 

system for the operation of the activity 
(4) procedures for annual review 
(5) proposed maintenance operations 
(6) stock numbers 
(7) monitoring of pens, sheds, ponds, 

drainage and any obvious dust, noise 
and odour impacts. 

Note: Development should have regard to the 
following industry guideline for surface water 
for the applicable ERA. 

(1) Cattle: National guidelines for beef 
cattle feedlots in Australia, 3rd Edition, 
Meat & Livestock Australia, 2012 

(2) Cattle and sheep: National beef cattle 
feedlot environmental code of practice, 
2nd Edition, Meat & Livestock Australia, 
1997 

(3) Pig keeping: National environmental 
guidelines for piggeries, 2nd Edition 
(Revised), Tucker, RW, McGahan, EJ, 

No acceptable outcome is prescribed. Achieved There are no referable wetland ecosystems identified 
in the proposed development area or the subject 
property 

 

All stormwater runoff from the poultry sheds on Pad 1 
is directed to the existing 
stormwater retention dam.  Floor of sheds raised 
above natural surface to prevent the ingress of water. 
The base of the sheds will be constructed of 
compacted clay with concrete rat walls to prevent the 
ingress of water. Land sloped away from the sheds to 
prevent the ingress of stormwater. All stormwater 
runoff from the carcass composting area is kept within 
a controlled 
drainage area and is directed to a designated 
stormwater retention dam. 

 

Following heavy rain – stormwater retention dam will 
be checked for overtopping. There should be no 
overtopping events from the stormwater retention 
dams, as stormwater will be irrigated on a regular 
basis onto surrounding grassed areas and/or 
vegetative buffers. Pad 3 Following heavy rain – 
vegetative filter strip should be checked for erosion. 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

Galloway, JL and O’Keefe for Australian 
Pork Limited, 2010 

Poultry farming: Queensland guidelines for 
meat chicken farms, Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, 2012 

All stormwater runoff from the poultry sheds on Pad 3 
is directed though a vegetative filter strip to remove 
any suspended solids and other pollutants.  

 

Minimal water usage during shed cleaning to 
maximise adsorption and evaporation while 
minimising runoff. Upstream water is diverted around 
the controlled drainage area by banks/bunds. 
Compost piles are peaked so that rainfall will shed 
from the pile. Spent litter stockpiled inside sheds 
before removal. Spent litter only stored outside the 
sheds in emergencies, where it will be stored adjacent 
to the sheds, on a compacted surface, bunded and 
covered. The bunding of chemical and fuel storage 
areas will be impervious to prevent releases to the 
environment. Check the weather and do not irrigate 
when > 20 mm rain is predicted in a 48 hour period. 
Only apply irrigations when the soil is sufficiently dry 
to absorb the water. Monitor the soil during irrigation 
to ensure that surface pooling and runoff does not 
occur. Check the irrigator every two to three hours to 
ensure it is working correctly. 

 

 

Groundwater 

PO2 The activity is designed and 
managed to prevent or minimise adverse 
effects on groundwater or any associated 
surface ecological systems. 

Editor’s note: Development should have 
regard to the following industry guideline for 
groundwater for the applicable ERA. 

(1) Cattle: National guidelines for beef 
cattle feedlots in Australia, 3rd Edition, 
Meat & Livestock Australia, 2012 

(2) Cattle and sheep: National beef cattle 
feedlot environmental code of practice, 
2nd Edition, Meat & Livestock Australia, 
1997 

(3) Pig keeping: National environmental 
guidelines for piggeries, 2nd Edition 

No acceptable outcome is prescribed. Achieved Shed bases will be constructed with compacted clay 
or concrete to maximise 
their impermeability to water. Sheds will be 
constructed with concrete rat walls and a block wall on 
the base of the sheds to prevent the ingress of water. 
Drinkers and water reticulation system checked daily 
to avoid shed floors being wet. Dead poultry are 
composted in a designated composting area on an 
impermeable base within a controlled drainage area. 
The stormwater retention dam for Pad 1was 
constructed to minimise leaching of nutrients. The 
stormwater retention dam for the carcass composting 
area will be constructed to minimise leaching of 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Response Comment 

(Revised), Tucker, RW, McGahan, EJ, 
Galloway, JL and O’Keefe for Australian 
Pork Limited, 2010 

(4) Poultry farming: Queensland 
guidelines for meat chicken farms, 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry, 2012 

 

nutrients. Both stormwater retention dam will be 
checked after > 20 mm rain has been received in less 
than a 48 hour period. The bunding of chemical and 
fuel storage areas will be impervious to prevent 
releases to the environment. If gorunwater 
contamination becomes an issue, carcasses will be 
composted in covered bins / bays and they will 
change management practices for dead poultry – 
alternatively store in an on-site coldroom and remove 
off-site by an approved contractor. 

 

Amenity 

PO3 The activity is designed and 
managed to minimise adverse effects on 
the amenity of the surrounding 
community. 

No acceptable outcome is prescribed. Achieved The use of tunnel-ventilated sheds to maintain 
optimum moisture content of the litter. The use of 
tunnel-ventilated sheds with fans discharging away 
from the nearest neighbouring residences. Variable 
control of ventilation rates on the sheds to maintain 
optimum temperature and humidity. Installation, 
inspection and maintenance of drinking watering 
systems that minimise spillage. Insulation of shed 
roofs to minimise condensation. Create a bed of litter 
to a minimum depth of 45 mm prior to bird placement. 
Adding additional litter or replacing litter that becomes 
wet during the growing cycle with dry litter material. 
Dead poultry are collected daily from the sheds and 
moved directly to the composting area. Birds are 
covered with at least 300 mm of co-composting 
material to ensure no odour is generated. Compost 
piles are either turned or moved during the process to 
introduce new oxygen and avoid odour generation. 
 
Spent litter removed from the property in appropriately 
covered vehicles following shed cleanout unless 
required to be temporarily stored on-farm as a 
contingency. Ensure carcasses are covered with 
sufficient co-composting material. Ensure carcasses 
are composted fresh (daily), otherwise carcasses to 
be kept in onsite cold room until composting can be 
undertaken. Maximum vehicle speeds limited on farm 
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to 30 km/h and internal roads will be watered in dry 
conditions. Due to these factors and management 
strategies, the risk of fugitive emissions to air is 
considered low. 
 
The applicant has stated that the site will implement 
the following contingency measures: Investigate the 
use of litter additives should such product/s become 
available that are shown to be both cost effective and 
are able to reduce odour generation. Provide 
adequate notice to neighbours by letter box drop of 
any proposed unusual circumstance regarding the 
farm. Adjust or replace faulty equipment. Adjust shed 
ventilation as deemed nessicary to control litter 
moisture. Modification of site drainage to stop any 
ingress of water. Liaise with providers of poultry and 
diets to reduce incidence of wet manure. Removal 
and replacement of wet litter with dry litter material 
during the batch. Incorporate a dust and odour barrier 
where required (tree and vegetation) between the 
exhaust and outlets and a landscape buffer to the end 
of the sheds. Remove mortalities daily to on-site cold-
room and remove off-site by an approved contractor. 
Reduce the time between the removal of dead poultry 
from the farm. Modify the covering over the spent litter 
in truck or change the vehicle type removing the spent 
litter. An external sprinkler system will be installed if 
dust becomes an issue.  
 
The applicant has propsed the following manage 
environmental impacts: Conduct odour observations. 
Construction and maintenance of vegetative screens 
where required to minimise dust impact on nearby 
residences. Maintain a complaints register and 
respond to complaints appropriately. Visual dust 
assessments will be undertaken by the site manager 
each batch a few days before the first thin-out or more 
regularly during partoicularly dry peroiods or following 
a complaint. 
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The applicant has stated that if the activity is not well 
managed it does have the potential to cause a noise 
nuisance. To ensure that noise does not cause 
nuisacne at a sensitive receptor the following has 
been proposed: Contractors will be informed of noise 
nuisance concerns and requested to limit noise 
generation, regular noise internal monitoring will be 
conducted and all noise generating equipment onsite 
will be well maintained.  
 

 

Native flora and fauna 

PO4 The activity is designed and 
managed to minimise adverse effects on 
ecological communities. 

Editor’s note: Development should have 
regard to the following industry guideline for 
native flora and fauna for the applicable ERA. 

(1) Cattle: National guidelines for beef 
cattle feedlots in Australia, 3rd Edition, 
Meat & Livestock Australia, 2012 

(2) Cattle and sheep: National beef cattle 
feedlot environmental code of practice, 
2nd Edition, Meat & Livestock Australia, 
1997 

(3) Pig keeping: National environmental 
guidelines for piggeries, 2nd Edition 
(Revised), Tucker, RW, McGahan, EJ, 
Galloway, JL and O’Keefe for Australian 
Pork Limited, 2010 

(4) Poultry farming: Queensland 
guidelines for meat chicken farms, 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry, 2012 

 

No acceptable outcome is prescribed. Achieved Sufficient buffers/contours/retention ponds proposed 
to prevent any runoff to ecological communities. No 
proposed destruction or impacts to areas of 
environmental significance. Wastes contained in a 
CDA preventing movement to sensitive ecological 
areas. 
 
Stormwater collected from Pad 1 in the existing 
stormwater retention dam will be irrigated grassed 
areas surrounding the pads and any vegetative 
buffers. Stormwater collected from the carcass 
composting area will be irrigated onto grassed areas 
within the carcass composting controlled drainage 
area. Check the weather and do not irrigate when > 
20 mm rain is predicted in a 48 hour period. Only 
apply irrigations when the soil is sufficiently dry to 
absorb the water. 
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